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The Feasts of Israel  

 

Do the Feasts of Israel merely commemorate historic events?  

Or do they also foretell coming events on God's prophetic 

timetable?  

 

 

1. The Spring Feasts. 

 

There are four spring feasts as recorded in Leviticus Ch. 23: Passover, Unleavened Bread, 

Firstfruits, and Pentecost. 

 

Passover: 

The original Passover was instituted on the night God delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage. 

Each household was commanded to sacrifice an unblemished lamb and apply its blood to the 

doorposts and lintel of the house. When the Lord passed through Egypt in judgment, He 

“passed over” every home marked by the blood, sparing the firstborn within. That night, Israel 

was redeemed from slavery and began its journey to the Promised Land. Passover prophetically 

pointed to Jesus Christ, "our Passover", whose sacrificial death on the cross provided 

redemption and deliverance for all who place their faith in Him. Jesus is our Passover lamb. His 

blood cleanses us from sin and takes away the wrath of God.  

 

Unleavened Bread: 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread began immediately after Passover and lasted seven days. During 

this feast, Israel was commanded to remove all leaven from their homes, for leaven often 

pictures sin and corruption in Scripture. Prophetically, this feast points to the sinless body of 

the Lord Jesus Christ lying in the tomb, as He alone is the Bread of Life. Though Jesus truly 

died, His body saw no corruption, fulfilling the words of Scripture: "Neither wilt thou suffer 

thine Holy One to see corruption" (Psalm 16:10). 

 

Firstfruits:  

The Feast of Firstfruits was celebrated on the day after the Sabbath following Passover, when 

the priest presented the first sheaf of the barley harvest before the Lord. This offering 

acknowledged that the entire harvest belonged to God and expressed faith that He would 

provide the greater harvest to come. Historically, the feast commemorated the beginning of 

Israel's harvest in the Promised Land. Prophetically, it was fulfilled in the resurrection of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, who became "the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 Corinthians 15:20), 

guaranteeing the future resurrection of all who belong to Him. 

 

Pentecost: 

The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after the Feast of Firstfruits, marking the 

completion of Israel's wheat harvest. It was a joyous feast of thanksgiving, during which the 

firstfruits of the harvest were presented to the Lord. Jewish tradition also associates Pentecost 

with the giving of the Law to Moses at Mount Sinai, commemorating the establishment of 

God's covenant with Israel. Prophetically, Pentecost was fulfilled when the Holy Spirit came 

upon the Jewish believers in Jerusalem in Acts 2, empowering the apostles to proclaim Jesus as 

Israel's promised Messiah and marking a new phase in God's redemptive program. 

 

As you can clearly see, the spring Feasts were prophetically fulfilled by Jesus Christ at His first 

coming. Even though Pentecost occurred after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, He had earlier 

promised to send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to His disciples after His departure. Just 

prior to His departure, Jesus said:  

 

"For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 

hence." (Acts 1:5).  

 

"Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you." (John 16:7) Jesus 

sent the Comforter, the Holy Spirit just as He promised. 

 

 

2. The Fall Feasts 

 

Trumpets: 

The Feast of Trumpets, observed on the first day of the seventh month, was the first of Israel's 

three Fall Feasts. It was proclaimed by the sounding of the silver trumpets, calling the nation to 

assemble before the Lord and prepare for the solemn days that followed. The feast introduced 

the Ten Days of Awe, culminating in the Day of Atonement. Prophetically, many students of 

Scripture see the Feast of Trumpets as foreshadowing a future gathering of God's people and 

the beginning of the final phase of His prophetic program.  

 

Traditional names for the feast are: 
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“Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year)” –  In Jewish tradition, the Feast of Trumpets marks 

the beginning of the civil new year and is celebrated as Rosh Hashanah. 

 

“Yom Teruah (Day of Blowing)” –  This is the biblical Hebrew name for the feast, 

emphasizing the memorial of trumpet blasts that called Israel to assemble before the Lord. 

 

“The Hidden Day” –  Because the feast began with the sighting of the new moon, its exact 

beginning could not be known in advance. 

 

“The Day of Awakening” –  The trumpet blasts served as a spiritual call for God's people to 

awaken, prepare their hearts, and seek the Lord. 

 

“The Day of Judgment”–  Jewish tradition views this feast as the beginning of a season in 

which God examines the hearts of His people before the Day of Atonement. 

 

“The Coronation of the King” –  The sounding of the trumpets came to symbolize the 

recognition of God's sovereign rule and the anticipation of His righteous reign. 

 

The Day of Atonement: 

Aka, Yom Kippur, was the most solemn day in Israel's religious calendar. On this day, the high 

priest entered the Most Holy Place to make atonement for the sins of the nation with the blood 

of the sacrifice. Historically, this points to what is written in Hebrews 9:12: "Neither by the 

blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having 

obtained eternal redemption for us." Prophetically, it points to the second coming of Jesus 

Christ and foreshadows the future national repentance and restoration of Israel when she 

recognizes her Messiah. Paul said: "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall 

come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:" (Romans 11:26). 

 

Tabernacles: 

The Feast of Tabernacles, or “Sukkot”, was Israel's great harvest festival, celebrating God's 

faithful provision and commemorating the forty years that the nation dwelt in temporary 

shelters during the wilderness journey. Prophetically, it points to the future reign of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, when He will dwell among His people in the Messianic Kingdom and all the 

covenant promises to Israel will be fulfilled. 

 

The fall feasts, like the spring feasts, commemorate past events. However, their fulfillment is yet 

future.  
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The Spring Feasts were fulfilled by Jesus Christ at His first coming, but the Fall Feasts will be 

fulfilled by Jesus Christ at His glorious second coming. 

 

 

3. The Spring feasts commemorate Israel’s birth as a nation. 

 

• Passover –  the firstborn of Egypt died, yet the firstborn of Israel lived. This event 

sparked the Exodus from Egypt. 

• Unleavened bread –  Hasty flight from Egypt.  

• Firstfruits –  the birth of the nation. 

• Pentecost –  God giving the Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai. 

 

Israel as a son and a woman in travail: 

 

"And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my 

firstborn:" (Exodus 4:22). Israel was God’s firstborn from the bondage of Egypt. 

 

"Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man 

child. Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to 

bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she 

brought forth her children." (Isaiah 66:7-8). A very interesting pass that could easily 

reference Israel’s birth from Egypt and a future birth from the bondage of the Antichrist 

beast system. 

 

A quick summary of the birth of Israel as a nation: 

 

• 70 people, the sons of Jacob and their families, the seed of Israel, entered Egypt 

• Egypt was the womb wherein the families of the sons of Jacob grew. 

• The flight from Pharaoh was the birth pangs. 

• The crossing of the Red Sea was the delivery as Israel emerged a free nation. 

• The land of Midian was the delivery room. 

• Upwards of 3 million emerged from Egypt as a free nation. 

 

The Spring Feasts memorialize the original Birth of Israel as a nation, not merely the family 

of Jacob! 

 

 

4. The Fall Feasts proclaim the Rebirth of Israel as a Nation. 
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For most of Israel’s existence, they have rebelled against the Lord. Their apostasy is well 

documented in scripture. God sent the Assyrians and the Babylonians as punishment for 

Israel’s apostasy. In the last days, God sends the 7-year Tribulation and the Antichrist to test 

and purify Israel, thus removing the apostates and rebels. But He will, in the same horrific 

period, save a remnant of Jews that love and worship Him. 

 

Here are just a few of the many verses describing a remnant of Israel being saved: 

 

"For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return..." 

(Isaiah 10:22) 

 

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time 

to recover the remnant of his people…" (Isaiah 11:11) 

 

"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, 

and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call ." (Joel 2:32) 

 

"Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the 

sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:" (Romans 9:27) Paul quoting Isaiah 10. 

 

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 

seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

(Revelation 12:17) 

 

The nation of Israel was not reborn in 1947, as many so-called scholars proclaim. That was 

merely a regathering of Israel in unbelief as described in Ezekiel chapters 36 and 37. The 

prophesied rebirth of Israel happens at the second coming of Jesus Christ, their Messiah. 

 

5. A N ew C ovenant and H eart 

 

"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their 

fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 

my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this 

shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
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LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 

their God, and they shall be my people." (Jeremiah 31:31-33) 

 

"And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the 

stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my 

statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be 

their God." (Ezekiel 11:19-20) 

 

"For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 

bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 

clean… A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you… And I will 

put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 

judgments, and do them. ... I will also save you from all your uncleannesses…” (Ezekiel 

36:24-27, 29) 

 

More supporting scriptures1 

 

The current nation of Israel was gathered in unbelief. They are yet to be cleansed and given 

a new heart and spirit. They will first endure the refining fire of the seven-year Tribulation, 

after which Jesus will fulfill those passages upon His return. 

 

6. Israel’s Birth and R ebirth 

 

Jesus had an interesting conversation one day with Nicodemus, a ruler of Israel.  John wrote: 

 

"There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came to 

Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 

no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him." (John 3:1-2) 

 Nicodemus acknowledged Jesus as a teacher. But Jesus interrupted Nicodemus and said: 

 

"…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

(John 3:3) Nicodemus did not understand the meaning of Jesus’ words. He replied: 

 

"…How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, 

and be born?" (John 3:4) Jesus replied: 
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"…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 

into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit . Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again." (John 3:5-7 KJV)  

 

Remember, Nicodemus is a ruler of Israel; he represents the nation of Israel. John states this 

twice, in verses 3 and 10 ( “a ruler of the Jews, a master of Israel”). The word “man” in verse 3 

refers to Israel. God’s firstborn Son (Exodus 4:22).  

 

The “man” Israel was “born of water” through the Red Sea during the Exodus from Egypt. 

The nation of Israel, upon emerging from the Red Sea, was “born of water”.  

 

Another passage Jesus spoke to Nicodemus is John 3 verse 10: 

"… Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?" 

Here, Jesus is chiding Nicodemus for failing to understand the “born again” doctrine. Keep in 

mind that the only scriptures available to Nicodemus were the Old Testament. Therefore, 

being “born again” must apply to Israel as the Church was still a mystery hidden in God, 

unknown to all. Nicodemus knew nothing of the New Testament. 

 

At the second coming of Jesus Christ, Israel will be “born again.” But not of water, but of the 

Spirit, as God will put His Spirit in them (Ezekiel 11 and 36). Being “born again” applies to the 

nation of Israel, not to individual believers, and certainly not to Christians! Christians are 

sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption, the Rapture. We are part of the One New 

Man. 

 

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. ... Now ye are the body of 

Christ, and members in particular." (1 Corinthians 12:13, 27 KJV)  

 

We Christians are spiritually baptized into the Church, the body of Christ. We will one day be 

delivered to the Kingdom of God in heavenly places via the Rapture. 

 

Israel must be “born again” as a nation here on earth to see the “Kingdom of God,” the 

Millennial Kingdom, the thousand-year reign of their Messiah, Jesus Christ! Only after being 

“born again,” “born of the spirit,” will they possess a new heart and a new spirit, thus enabling 

them to keep the Law which God will write on their hearts. This they will do during the 

Millennial reign of Jesus, their Messiah.  

 



8 

 

It should be obvious that Jesus Christ has a dual role in the affairs of this world. He is both the 

head of the Church, His body, and the promised Messiah of Israel. Currently, Jesus is fulfilling 

His role as head of the body, the Church. After the Rapture, Jesus will resume His role as the 

Messiah and deliverer of the nation of Israel during the seven-year Tribulation. 

 

"…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man(Israel) be born of water(the Red Sea) and of the 

Spirit (at Jesus second coming), he cannot enter into the kingdom of God(the Millennial 

Kingdom). John 3:5 expanded. 

 

 

The Spring Feasts commemorate Israel being born –  born of water. 

The Fall Feasts prophesy the “born again” Israel –  born of the Spirit. 

 

The apostle Peter also wrote on being “born again”: 

 

"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 

and abideth for ever." (1 Peter 1:23) 

 

Almost all pastors and teachers quoting this passage use it in isolation and out of its scriptural 

context. Peter is not writing to a specific individual; he is writing to the nation of Israel. "Peter, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia, and Bithynia …" (1 Peter 1:1). Peter is writing to Jews scattered throughout the Gentile 

regions of Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey. Gentiles are not “strangers” in Gentile lands. Jews 

are considered “strangers” when living outside of Israel.  

 

Peter writes about the “last time” v. 5, the “appearing of Jesus Christ ” v. 7, the “end of 

your faith” v. 9, the “grace that should come unto you” v. 10, the “revelation of Jesus Christ” v. 

13, and Jesus being “manifest in these last times for you” v. 20. The context is clearly the last 

days and the return of the Messiah, Jesus Christ , for Israel. 

 

Peter’s use of the term “born again” is precisely that of Jesus and John; the nation of Israel 

being “born again” of the “Spirit” at the return of Jesus Christ to establish His Kingdom. Peter 

is not writing to the Church, but to Israel; specifically about the rebirth of the nation at Jesus’ 

second coming at the end of the Tribulation. 

 

 7. Does the Feast of Trumpets Predict the Rapture? 
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One of the questions most frequently asked about the Feast of Trumpets is whether it predicts 

the Rapture of the Church. The New Testament does not directly state that the Rapture will 

occur on the Feast of Trumpets. Nevertheless, many students of Bible prophecy have observed 

remarkable parallels between this feast and the events described by the Apostle Paul. 

 

The Trumpet Blast: 

 

The defining feature of the Feast of Trumpets was the sounding of the silver trumpets. Unlike 

the other appointed feasts, Scripture places special emphasis upon the trumpet blast itself. 

Leviticus 23 verse 24 describes the feast as "a memorial of blowing of trumpets," while 

Numbers chapter 10 explains that the two silver trumpets were made at God's command to 

summon His people, proclaim His appointed assemblies, and announce that He was about to 

act. 

When we turn to the New Testament, we find that the next great event in God's prophetic 

program is likewise announced by a trumpet. The Apostle Paul writes: "For the Lord himself 

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 

God..." 1 Thessalonians 4 verse 16. 

He adds in another passage: "Behold, I shew you a mystery...in a moment, in the twinkling of 

an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound..." 1st Corinthians 15 verses 51 and 52. 

 

In both passages, the trumpet is not a minor detail—it is the divine signal announcing God's 

intervention. Just as the silver trumpets called Israel to gather before the Lord, the “trump of 

God” will summon every member of the Body of Christ to meet the Lord in the air. In both 

cases, the trumpet marks the beginning of a new phase in God's program and calls His people 

to assemble at His command. 

It is also noteworthy that Paul does not describe the Rapture as being announced by a  shofar, 

but simply as "the trump of God." This naturally invites us to consider whether Paul's language 

intentionally echoes the biblical pattern established in the Feast of Trumpets. 

 

Does this prove that the Rapture will occur on the Feast of Trumpets? No, the Scriptures never 

make that explicit claim. Yet the parallel is striking. Whether viewed as direct prophetic 

foreshadowing or as a divinely designed illustration, the parallel is both significant and worthy 

of careful consideration. 

 

The Gathering of God's People. 

 

At the sounding of "the trump of God," two groups of believers are united into one glorious 

assembly. First, those who have fallen asleep in Christ are raised with glorified bodies. Then, 
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believers who are alive at His coming are instantly transformed and caught up together with 

them to meet the Lord in the air. Death no longer divides the Body of Christ; all believers will 

respond together to God's divine summons. 

 

A Heavenly Assembly. 

 

One of the primary purposes of the silver trumpets was to summon God's people into a sacred 

assembly before the Lord. The Apostle Paul describes a remarkably similar gathering at the 

Rapture. Yet instead of assembling at the Tabernacle or the Temple, believers are gathered into 

the very presence of the Lord Himself. For the first time in history, the entire Body of Christ—

those who have fallen asleep in Christ and those living at His coming—will be united into one 

glorious assembly. The great joy of the Rapture is not merely that we leave the earth, but that 

we are forever united with our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally:  

• The Spring Feasts commemorate the nation of Israel being born –  born of water. 

• The Fall Feasts prophesy the “born again” nation of Israel –  born of the Spirit. 

• The passage "Ye must be born again," overwhelmingly used by pastors, teachers, and lay 

people throughout Christianity, has been egregiously hijacked by ignorant theologians 

and misapplied to the Church. Its application is solely to the nation of Israel, never 

intended by Jesus, John, nor Peter for application to individual Christians. Stop stealing 

Israel's scriptures! 

• The Feast of Trumpets and the Rapture share striking parallels. Could the Rapture 

occur on or close to the feast day? It certainly could, but only God knows. 

• Since the Tribulation is exactly 7 years long and Jesus returns to fulfill the fall feasts. 

Then the Tribulation would begin 7 years prior on the Feast of Trumpets. Thus, the 

Rapture could happen in that same timeframe. 

 

The Lord did not reveal the precise timing of the Rapture in scripture. But many details are 

given in scripture about the seven-year Tribulation. As I speak, the world stage is being set 

for the revealing of the man of sin, the son of perdition, the Antichrist. The Tribulation 

will begin soon. Thus, the Rapture is even closer. Since Jesus endured the wrath of God on 

the cross, we, the body of Christ, are not appointed to God’s wrath as Paul writes: "For God 

hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ," (1st 

Thessalonians 5:9)  
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Awake! Awake! Look  to the heavens, listen for the trumpet sound for we are going home 

soon! For the Lord "shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 

glorious body…" (Philippians 3:21) Praise His holy name! Come quickly Lord Jesus! 
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Passage Main Emphasis 

Deuteronomy 30:1–6 
Israel scattered among the nations, then regathered and spiritually 

renewed. 

Isaiah 11:11–12 The Lord gathers Israel “the second time” from the nations. 

Isaiah 43:5–7 Israel brought from the east, west, north, and south. 

Isaiah 66:7–8 “Shall a nation be born at once?” 

Jeremiah 16:14–15 A future return so great it rivals the Exodus from Egypt. 

Jeremiah 23:3–8 Israel regathered, restored, and ruled by the righteous Branch. 

Jeremiah 30:3–11 Israel and Judah restored after “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” 

Jeremiah 31:7–10, 31–

37 
Israel regathered and given the New Covenant. 

Ezekiel 11:17–20 Israel gathered from the nations and given a new heart. 

Ezekiel 20:33–44 
Israel gathered from the countries and brought into covenant 

dealings. 

Ezekiel 36:22–28 Israel restored to the land and spiritually cleansed. 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 Dry bones restored to life — national resurrection of Israel. 

Ezekiel 37:21–28 Israel and Judah reunited under one King. 

Amos 9:14–15 Israel planted in the land, never again to be pulled up. 
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Passage Main Emphasis 

Zechariah 10:6–12 Israel regathered from distant lands. 

Zechariah 12:10–14 Israel looks upon the pierced One and mourns in repentance. 

Zechariah 13:8–9 Israel refined through tribulation and restored as God’s people. 

Zechariah 14:1–11 The Lord returns, delivers Jerusalem, and reigns as King. 

Matthew 24:31 Angels gather the elect from the four winds. 

Romans 11:25–29 Israel’s blindness is temporary; “all Israel shall be saved.” 

 


