Did Old Testament Saints Look Forward to the Cross?

Were Believers in Every Age Saved by the Same Gospel?

Did Abraham, Moses, and David Believe the Same Gospel We Do?
Did Anyone Understand the Cross Before Calvary?

The question may be asked in many ways.

One of the most widely accepted beliefs in Christendom is that believers in every age have been saved
by believing the same gospel of the cross, the gospel of grace.

According to this view, Old Testament saints looked forward in faith to the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, while believers today look back to that same finished work.

Since salvation has always been by grace through faith, many assume that the content of faith has
likewise remained unchanged throughout history.

But is this assumption supported by Scripture?

Did Abraham, Moses, David, and the prophets understand and trust the gospel of Christ's death and
resurrection in the same way believers do today? In this study, we will examine the passages commonly
used to support this claim and consider the testimony of both the Old and New Testaments to
determine whether believers in every age possessed the same revelation and believed the same gospel
message. Remember, you must put yourself back in time to the setting of the passage. You cannot
properly interpret Old Testament passages using a modern or New Testament mindset.

Passages commonly cited in support of the Universal Gospel of Grace Tradition:
1. Genesis 3:15

"And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

This is often called the Protoevangelium ("first gospel”). It predicts the coming seed of the woman
who would defeat Satan, but it says nothing about Christ dying for sins, his burial, and rising again.
There is no Scriptural indication from this verse that Adam or Eve understood, or were even aware of,
the cross or the gospel of grace. Therefore, the Universal Gospel of Grace Tradition is not revealed or

supported by Genesis 3:15.
2. Genesis 22:8

"And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering..."”



Some see Isaac as a type of Christ and the ram as foreshadowing Christ's sacrifice. Typology is certainly
present, but Scripture never states that Abraham understood Christ’s death and resurrection as the
basis of salvation. One could later correlate the sacrifice of the ram to the Torah sacrifices, but certainly
not to the coming Messiah and His death on the cross. Genesis 22:8 does not support the Universal
Gospel of Grace Tradition.

3. Psalm 22

David describes sufferings remarkably similar to the crucifixion:
"They pierced my hands and my feet.” (Psalm 22:16)

This prophetic psalm points to Christ, but David himself does not explain that the Messiah would die
for sins and rise again. In Psalm 22, David pleads for deliverance from his enemies, not the salvation of
his soul by God’s grace.

4. Isaiah 53

This is probably the strongest Old Testament passage cited.

"He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities..." (Isaiah 53:5)
"The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6)

These verses clearly describe Christ's substitutionary suffering from our perspective. Yet the question
is whether Old Testament saints understood this prophecy. They were troubled by Isaiah 53,
struggling with the concept of how their Messiah could both deliver them from their enemies and
establish the Kingdom, and fulfill the prophecies of a horrific death. Even the Ethiopian eunuch in
Acts 8 needed Philip to explain who Isaiah was writing about.

The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7-8.

Philip asked, “Understandest thou what thou readest?”

The eunuch replied, “How can I, except some man should guide me?”

Then Philip preached Jesus to him, and he believed.

From the standpoint of Old Testament Judaism, there is little evidence that the Jews understood
Isaiah 53 as a prophecy of the Messiah dying for the sins of the world and rising again.

In fact, the New Testament itself demonstrates that such an understanding was not common among
the Jews, including the Lord's own disciples.



Most Jews expected a victorious Messiah, a son of David who would deliver Israel from her enemies,
restore the kingdom to Israel, reign in righteousness, and bring peace and prosperity.

Even after Jesus’ resurrection, the apostles asked:

"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6)

Their expectation was still centered on the kingdom, not on a suffering and dying Messiah.
5. Daniel 9:26

"And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself..."

This predicts the death of Messiah but does not remotely reveal the gospel of grace.
None of these Old Testament scriptures reveal or support the Universal Gospel of Grace Tradition.

The strongest evidence refuting the Universal Gospel of Grace Tradition comes from the New

Testament. The New Testament provides evidence that Jesus’ disciples themselves did not anticipate
or understand the purpose of Jesus death on the cross.

6. Matthew 16:21-22
When the Lord began telling His disciples He would die, Peter did not understand why.
"Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord..."

Peter certainly was not looking forward to the cross as his means of salvation. It was much later when
Peter actually understood the redemptive purpose of the crucifixion.

7. Luke 18:31-34
After Jesus plainly foretold His death:
"And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them..."

If the twelve did not understand the meaning of Christ's death shortly before Calvary, it is difficult to
argue that Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, and the prophets understood it.

8. Luke 24:25-27
After His resurrection, Jesus had to explain the Scriptures concerning Himself:
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"O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.”
"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself."

The prophecies were there, but their meaning had not been understood.

9. John 20:9

After Peter and John arrived at the empty tomb, it is written of them:

"For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.”

Even after the resurrection, the apostles had not previously understood the resurrection.
Paul's testimony concerning the gospel

Paul says:

"According to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began.” (Romans
16:25)

"Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men..." (Ephesians 3:5)
"Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations...” (Colossians 1:26)

Paul describes truths concerning Christ and His work as having been hidden and later revealed to him.
That’s why Paul refers to the gospel of grace as “my gospel.”

The gospel of grace was first revealed to Paul, not the Old Testament saints or Jesus’ disciples. Paul
said:

"But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:11-12

Paul also revealed that even the powers of darkness did not understand the prophets.
1 Corinthians 2:7-8 "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which

God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”



Had Satan understood the Prophets concerning Christ, he would have done all within his power to
prevent the crucifixion. Satan, like the Old Testament saints, knew nothing of the gospel of salvation

by grace.
What did Old Testament believers actually believe?

Hebrews 11 quotes Habakkuk 2:4, stating they lived by faith. They trusted God and His promises as
they were progressively revealed. Walking in faith does not imply a full understanding of all spiritual
matters. Even today, there are many prophecies we do not fully understand.

Abraham:

"And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6)
David:

"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” (Psalm 32:1)

The Old Testament saints were justified by grace through their faith in God, but the content of their
faith was not Paul’s gospel of grace, 1 Corinthians 15:1—4.

Their faith was a simple faith in God and His oral word. Remember, Moses wrote the first five books
of the Bible. So, from Adam to Moses, there was no written word of God. This adds another
perspective to what Paul wrote in Romans 10:17:

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."
Conclusion

There are numerous Old Testament passages that foreshadow and prophesy the death of Christ,
especially Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. However, there is no passage that clearly states that Old Testament
believers consciously understood and trusted the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ as their
gospel and means of salvation. Their gospel was faith in God plus works; obedience to His word,
either spoken directly by God, or through the Prophets.

The New Testament repeatedly shows that even Christ's own apostles did not understand these things
until after His resurrection.

Therefore, the statement,



"Old Testament believers looked forward to the cross just as we look back to the cross, believing the
same gospel,” is a bogus theological assumption, not an explicit biblical teaching.

From a dispensational perspective, one could say:

Believers have always been saved by grace through faith because of Christ's finished work, but they
have not always possessed the same revelation or believed the same message. The basis of salvation has
always been the blood of Christ, but the content of faith has varied according to the revelation God
had given at the time.

We are saved by grace through faith! (Eph 2:8)

Grace is God’s part of the equation!

Faith is man’s part of the equation!

But the operation and focus of man’s faith have progressively changed over the millennia. Here are
some obvious divisions.

Obedience — faith in God’s oral word — Adam to Moses

Law — faith in God and keep His commandments — Moses to Jesus

Messianic — faith in Jesus Christ and keep the commandments — Jesus to Paul
Church - Faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection — Paul to the Rapture

MBS

Tribulation — same as the Messianic — Believe in Jesus as Messiah and keep the commandments
(Rev 12:17) — Rapture to Jesus’ Second Coming
Millennial Kingdom — back to the beginning — Obedience to the King of kings

N

7. The Eternal State — rest, peace, and righteousness as all are God’s children, live by sight not faith

God’s position of grace has never changed, for He changes not!

Yet His dealings with mankind have progressively changed from the oral word to the written word.
From faith plus works to faith alone. Then again, from faith alone back to faith plus works during the
7-year Tribulation. God’s dealings with Israel have been different from His dealings with Gentiles.

The evidence of Scripture leads to a simple but important conclusion: although the cross of Christ has
always been the sole basis of man's redemption, the gospel of Christ's death, burial, and resurrection
was not understood by Old Testament believers as it is understood today. The prophets foretold these
events, but neither they nor the Lord's disciples comprehended their significance beforehand.
Consequently, the popular assertion that Old Testament saints looked forward to the cross in the same
way believers now look back to the cross finds no support in Scripture. The Universal Gospel of Grace
Tradition is precisely that, a mere tradition of theologians, not divine revelation. Rather, God
progressively revealed His truth, culminating in the full disclosure of the gospel of grace to Paul. To
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confuse the basis of salvation with the revelation of salvation is to overlook the progressive unfolding
of God's purpose and to blur distinctions that the Scriptures themselves carefully maintain. Therefore,
we are called to "rightly divide the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15), recognizing both the unity of
God's redemptive plan and the diversity of His gospel revelations throughout the ages.



