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Rightly Dividing Explained  

Be Approved of God at the Judgment Seat of Christ 
 

Every Christian will stand before Jesus Christ in judgment for rewards based upon their deeds and 

actions after they were saved, whether good or bad! 

 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 

 "Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 

according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 

 

Do you desire God’s acceptance and approval at the judgment seat of Christ? Of course you do! We 

certainly don’t want to be ashamed when appearing before our Lord and Savior. 

 

Well, the path to God’s approval is clear. Our apostle Paul states it in 2 Timothy 2:15: 

 

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 

the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15 

 

Paul is the only writer of Scripture commanding believers to study the word. However, the passage 

above appears only in the King James Bible. All the fake Bibles corrupt the passage, as below: 

 

2 Timothy 2:15 NASB95 - "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does 

not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth."  What do “be diligent” and “accurately 

handling” mean in this context? 

 

2 Timothy 2:15 NIV - "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth." “Do your best,” well, your best 

will never be good enough. “Correctly handles” is nowhere defined; how does one do that? 

 

The English Standard Version and the New Living Translation copy the NIV’s flawed interpretation. 

 

None of the so-called modern translations commands you to study the word, nor does it give the 

method for your study! Satan wants you ignorant and confused, unable to understand the Bible, taking 

passages out of their context and misapplying Scripture. 

 

The proper study methodology Paul gives is “rightly dividing the word of truth.” What does Paul mean 

by “rightly dividing?” 

 

In order to divide Scripture, “the word of truth”, there must be a dualism, at least two things of 

distinction. 
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For example, you cannot divide a bushel of apples into two distinct groups because they are all apples. 

The two groups of apples are indistinguishable. However, you can divide apples from oranges, resulting 

in a bunch of apples and a distinct bunch of oranges. Division without duality is meaningless. There 

must be a dichotomy in Scripture for division to be meaningful. 

 

Scripture must depict two distinct entities, two realms, and two diverse programs. Without this 

duality, the lines of demarcation would be completely arbitrary, resulting in ambiguity and confusion. 

The Lord God has created that dichotomy beginning with the very first verse, so you won’t miss it. But 

sadly, many do! 

 

Let's examine the two realms, the two entities, and the two programs 

 

T he two realms are clear: “heaven and earth.” 

Genesis 1:1  

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." 

Those two realms are obviously distinct. 

 

The two scriptural entities are also quite clear. 

One of the two entities is Israel, the Jews. 

God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob a people and a land stretching from the Nile to the 

Euphrates. That kingdom of Israel will be on the earth, not in heavenly places. As long as the earth 

remains, the Jews will be on the earth! 

 

Jeremiah 31:35-36  - "Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances 

of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The 

LORD of hosts is his name: If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of 

Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever." The sun and moon are going nowhere; 

they will remain, and so will the nation of Israel on earth. 

 

Jeremiah 31:37  - "Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the 

earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the 

LORD ." The more science discovers about the heavens and the earth, the more they realize how much 

they don’t know. 

 

As long as the earth remains, the creation order continues. 

As long as the creation order continues, Israel remains a nation before God. 

 

The second entity is the Church, the body of Christ, mostly Gentiles. 

The church is promised spiritual blessings in heavenly places, not an earthly kingdom. 
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Ephesians 1:3  - "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:" 

 

Ephesians 2:6  - "And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus:" 

 

2 Timothy 4:18  - "And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his 

heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

 

The church's destiny is heavenly places.  

Israel’s destiny is an earthly kingdom. 

 

So, the two entities are Israel, the Jews, and the Church, the body of Christ. 

The two programs match the two entities.  

Israel’s kingdom program incorporates the Law of Moses. 

The Church operates in grace, separate from the Law of Moses. 

The two programs are the Law and Grace. 

 

Here is a simple, clear graphic. 

 

Israel — Earthly Kingdom  — Under Law 

Church — Heavenly Places — Under Grace 

 

It should be obvious that these two programs cannot operate simultaneously. That was the purpose of 

the book of Acts: to record the diminishing of Israel and the start and expansion of the church, the 

body of Christ. Paul notes this in Romans 11:11-12. 

 

Romans 11:11-12  "I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through 

their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be 

the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their 

fulness?" 

 

After Paul's conversion in Acts 9, Israel diminished, and the church, the body of Christ, was born and 

grew. As I record this video, the church program is operational. God will restart Israel's kingdom 

program after the Rapture at the beginning of the 7-year Tribulation. 

 

Are you getting this yet? It’s really quite simple. 

Failure to distinguish between these two divisions results in gross confusion and a more serious 

problem of the misapplication of Scripture.  

 

Does Jesus have a dual role within this dichotomy? Yes, He does! 
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He is both the Messiah of Israel and the Head of the Church, His body. 

 

John 1:40-41  - "One of the two which heard John (the Baptist) speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the 

Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ."  

Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, was there the day Jesus came to John to be baptized. Andrew 

was one of the two who left John and followed Jesus. Then Andrew sought Peter and said “We have 

found the Messiah, the Christ.” Jesus is Israel’s promised Messiah. The word “Christ” means 

“Messiah.” 

 

Later, Jesus asked the disciples, “But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou 

art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:15-16 

Peter proclaimed Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ! 

Jesus is the Messiah of Israel! 

 

What is Jesus to the Church? 

 

Ephesians 5:23  - "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he 

is the saviour of the body." 

 

Colossians 1:18  - "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence." 

 

Jesus is the Head of the church, which is His body! 

Jesus role regarding Israel is their Messiah! 

Jesus role regarding the Church is the Head! 

Same Jesus, two distinct roles. 

 

When we divide the Bible by these three themes: entities, realms, and programs, the boundaries become 

quite clear, with the notable exception of the book of Acts. 

 

Old Testament - The only entity present is Israel. The church did not yet exist. 

Four gospels - Jesus ministers to Israel as their Messiah. The church did not yet exist. 

The book of Acts - begins with Israel and transitions to the church. 

The Church, the body of Christ, could not exist until after Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. It 

began after Jesus declared Paul the apostle to the Gentiles in Acts 9.  

Paul’s epistles - Romans through Philemon were written to the church, the body of Christ, not Israel. 

The Hebrew epistles - Hebrews through Revelation pertain particularly to Israel during the 7-year 

Tribulation, not the church, as we will have been Raptured. 
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Israel’s Kingdom program under the Law of Moses was postponed upon the start of the Church, the 

body of Christ, after the Acts 9 conversion of Saul of Tarsus to our apostle Paul. Their program was 

deferred until after the Rapture, the culmination of the Dispensation of Grace, to begin again with 

Daniel’s 70th week prophecy, the time of Jacob’s Trouble, the 7-year Tribulation. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

The entire Bible was written FOR us. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:" 2 Timothy 3:16 

However, the epistles of Paul were written TO us. Scripture written directly TO the Church takes 

precedence over all else. Only Paul commands us to “rightly divide the word of truth.” Without Paul's 

writings, there would be nothing to divide. We divide Paul from everything else. That’s why Paul says: 

 

1 Corinthians 4:16  - "Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me." 

1 Corinthians 11:1  - "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." 

 

Only Paul and Jesus say “Follow me” in a spiritual sense. Jesus is our Lord and Savior, and Paul alone is 

our Apostle. He is the sole apostle to the Gentiles! 

 

Did you get it? I hope so. Your spiritual well-being depends on it. See you at the Judgment Seat. 

God Bless! 

 Israel The Church  

Realm The earth Heavenly Places 

Program The Law of Moses Grace 

Destiny Earthly Kingdom  Heavenly Places 

Gospel Baptism, Keeping Commandments  

(faith plus works) 

No baptism, no Law of Moses,  

only believe 

Deliverance At Jesus Second Coming At the Pre-Tribulation Rapture  

Jesus The Christ, the Messiah of Israel The Head of the church, His body  


