
Carrying the Death of Jesus — Revealing the Life of Christ  

 
2 Corinthians 4:10 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Look at this vessel. 
 
Cracked, Fragile, just ordinary clay. 
 
Nothing about it suggests power. 
Nothing about it suggests glory. 
 
And yet… 
 
There is light inside. 
 
Not reflected light. 
Not borrowed light. 
But light rising from within. 
 
Our Apostle Paul says, 
 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels…” 
 
God did not place His treasure in marble pillars. 
He did not hide it in stone monuments. 
 
He placed it in clay. 
 
Breakable clay. 
Stressed clay. 
Vessels that can be struck… but by God’s power, not destroyed. 
 
And Paul goes even further. 
 
He says we carry in our bodies 
the dying of the Lord Jesus — 
 
So that the life of Jesus 



may be revealed in us. 
 
This is the great paradox of the Christian life: 
 
God hides resurrection power inside fragile people. 
 
Today, we are going to examine what that means. 
 
What does it mean to carry the dying of Jesus? 
 
And how does His life become visible through vessels like us? 
 
Greetings, I’m Dr. Paul Felter. Welcome to my video where I expose church fallacies and flawed Christian 
tradition with Bible truth. 
I let the Bible speak for itself! 
 
I recently received a request from a subscriber to create a video explaining second Corinthians chapter four 
verse ten.  
 
“Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body.”  
 
But in order to understand the passage, we must broaden the scope a bit. We need to include some verses 
before and after the passage in question to understand the context in which the apostle Paul wrote. 
 
Therefore, we will examine verses 7 through 12 of Second Corinthians chapter four, one of the most honest 
passages in all of Paul’s writings. 
 
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We 
are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are always delivered unto death for 
Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, 
but life in you.” 
 
In this passage, we read that Paul does not hide the weakness of the flesh. 
He does not pretend that ministry is easy. 
Especially his ministry: taking the gospel of grace to rebellious Jews and godless Gentiles. 
And he does not promise a life free from hardship. 
Instead, he reveals something much deeper. 
God intentionally places eternal treasure inside fragile human vessels. 



So that the power on display is clearly His power, not ours. 
 
Verse 7: 
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 
 
Paul begins with a picture everyone understands. 
 
Clay jars were cheap, common, and easily broken. 
They were not beautiful display pieces with an aura of glory. 
They were mere everyday containers. 
 
That describes us!  We are mere earthen vessels. But in contrast to our mundane state, we hold a divine 
treasure! 
 
This “treasure” is not our personality nor character. It’s not our education, nor our natural strength or 
abilities. 
 
The treasure is: 
The Gospel of Grace! 
The knowledge of Jesus Christ! 
And the transforming life of Christ in us. 
God deliberately places this treasure inside fragile containers. 
 
Why? 
 
So that when power is displayed… 
When endurance is seen… 
When faith survives suffering… 
No one can mistake the source of the power. 
The overcoming power is from God, He is the power, not us. 
 
This completely dismantles the idea that God only uses the strongest, the most polished, or the most naturally 
gifted. 
 
On the contrary, God specializes in using weak vessels that cannot take credit for the treasure they carry. 
The treasure is from God. 
The power to endure and overcome comes from God, 
And all the credit and glory belong to Him! 
 
Verses 8 and 9 



“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed” 
 
Paul then gives four paradoxical statements. 
 
Troubled — but not crushed. 
Perplexed — but not in despair. 
Persecuted — but not abandoned. 
Struck down — but not destroyed. 
 
Notice something very important. Paul does not deny the negative reality of his ministry. 
 
Believers really are pressured. 
We really are confused at times. 
We are targeted and knocked down. 
 
But we are not finished. We are not exhausted to the point of quitting. 
 
There is an invisible sustaining power operating underneath our visible weakness. 
 
This is Christ’s resurrection life — already active in us — not just a future hope. 
 
The world measures survival by outward strength. 
 
God measures survival by inward preparation and preservation! 
 
Verse 10 
“Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body.” 
 
Paul says believers carry in their bodies “the dying of Jesus.” 
 
This does not mean the atonement, as Christ alone accomplished that on the cross. 
 
Instead, Paul is describing a pattern. A cruciform life.  
A life willing to lose comfort, reputation, safety, and control. 
 
A life shaped by the cross. 
 
And here is the purpose: 
So that the life of Jesus may be revealed through us. 



 
In other words: 
 
When believers endure hardship without losing faith… 
When we love while being mistreated… 
When we stand firm while under pressure… 
 
The resurrected life of Christ becomes visible through us. 
His power and glory are made visible through our weakness. 
 
 
Verse 11. 
“For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortal flesh.” 
 
Paul then deepens the idea. 
 
He says believers are “always being delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake.” 
 
This is not only about martyrdom. 
This is about daily exposure to the weakness of the flesh. 
 
Daily surrender. 
Daily dependence. 
Daily moments where our human strength is not enough. 
We are to die to self daily. 
 
And that is exactly where the life of Christ becomes visible. 
 
God often allows pressure, not to destroy us, but to remove the illusion that we are sustaining ourselves. 
 
 
Then Paul says something astonishing. 
Verse 12. 
“So then death worketh in us, but life in you.”  
 
This is ministry growth theology. 
The suffering of faithful servants often produces life in others. 
 
Parents sacrifice so children can grow and learn. 
Teachers labor so students can understand. 



Pastors endure pressure so congregations can be strengthened. 
 
This is Christ-pattern ministry. 
 
The pattern of the cross produces life beyond the person carrying it. 
In other words, the treasures we carry in our earthen vessels are meant to be shared with others.  
We are to impart the life of Christ in us to others. 
That is our ministry. 
 
This passage corrects several dangerous modern assumptions. 
 
First — Suffering is not proof of failure. 
 
Since Paul was troubled, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down… 
Then hardship cannot automatically mean God has abandoned someone. 
For many, it comes with the territory. 
 
Second — God’s power often manifests alongside human limitation. 
 
Not after weakness is removed. 
But beside it. 
 
Third — Ministry is not about self-preservation. 
 
It is about faithfulness. 
The goal is not to appear strong. 
The goal is to remain faithful so Christ’s life can be revealed. 
 
Lastly. 
God hides eternal glory inside temporary weakness. 
 
Why? 
 
So that no human being can steal the credit and glory that belong to God. 
 
The Gospel is not sustained by human charisma. 
It is sustained by a divine life within us: the Holy Spirit. 
 
Sometimes the greatest testimony is not visible success. 
Sometimes it’s quiet faithfulness and unseen perseverance. 
Continuing when quitting would be much easier. 



 
Remember what the Psalmist wrote: 
“The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.” - Psalm 11:5 
The Lord tests and tries the righteous to refine them as silver and gold, to perfect their walk with Him. But the 
wicked are loathed, awaiting eternal judgment and fire. 
The Lord has a purpose in your trials and struggles. A divine purpose to be revealed in Glory at His coming for 
His church 
 
Second Corinthians 4:7–12 is not a message of defeat. 
 
It is a message of divine strategy. 
 
God places treasure in fragile vessels. 
God allows pressure without allowing destruction. 
God reveals resurrection life through crucified living. 
And God multiplies life through faithful endurance. 
 
The Christian life is not about appearing unbreakable. 
It is about carrying and sharing an unbreakable treasure. 
 
And when the world sees fragile people carrying eternal power… 
They are not seeing human strength. 
They are witnessing the life and power of Christ! 
 


