Dispensation Delusion and Gospel Confusion
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My purpose in this presentation is to examine the pattern of faith demonstrated by believers over the past
millennia and into the future. How have people, beginning with Adam, been saved or justified before God?
How are people currently saved? And how will believers in the 7-year Tribulation and the Millennial
Kingdom be saved? Has there been only one consistent unchanging gospel? Or, has the gospel progressed
over the past ages?

1. Believers Paradigm

Common (Yet Flawed) Evangelical/Protestant Teaching:

Old Testament(OT) — Many, if not most, pastors and theologians emphasize that people, Jews and
proselytes, in the OT were saved by grace through faith, just like New Testament (N'T) saints. The
difference is the direction of their faith. OT saints trusted God’s promises looking forward to the coming
Messiah (Genesis 15:6; Habakkuk 2:4). Pastors teach that OT sacrifices never saved anyone but were
symbolic, pointing to Christ’s ultimate sacrifice on the cross for sin (Hebrews chapter 10). Here are some
excerpts:

"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Wherefore when he
cometh into the world, be saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:
... Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. ... By the
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. ... But this man,
after be had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God;" - Hebrews 10:4—
5,7,10, 12 KJV

They claim that the faithful OT saints trusted God’s promise and provision looking forward to the
Messiah’s offering for sin. Whereas N'T believers trust God’s promises looking back to Christ’s completed
work on the cross. Paul uses Abraham in Romans 4 and Galatians 3 to show salvation has always been by

faith, not by law-keeping.



"For what saith the scripture? Abrabam believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." -
Romans 4:3 KJV. Paul quoted Genesis 15:6 "And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness."

"But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by
faith." - Galatians 3:11 KJV. Paul quoting Habakkuk 2:4 "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright
in bim: but the just shall live by his faith."

At this point you might be asking yourself, what’s wrong with this teaching? Granted, it surely sounds
Biblical. But there is one fatal flaw that destroys the entire position.

Here is what is true about the teaching:
e Surely, the just shall live be faith and it is through our faith we are saved.
e Every saint is saved by grace, God’s unmerited favor.
e Grace is God’s portion for salvation as no one ever deserved to be saved.
e Faith is man’s portion for salvation; we must have faith to be saved.

Here is the fatal flaw. The OT records NO ONE looking forward to the death of the Messiah and His
resurrection as a means of salvation! That is the gospel of Grace given to the apostle Paul by the Lord Jesus
Christ for this present Dispensation of Grace. We are saved today by simply believing the gospel of Grace,
totally separate from works or performance. OT saints were not saved by simply believing a gospel. They
had to perform through obedience to God’s commands or Law keeping, as I explain in the “Biblical
Teaching” section. Here is what Paul stated about the gospel of grace:

" Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by

the Spirit;" - Ephesians 3:4-5 KJV

"And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:" - Ephesians 3:9 K]V

"Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to
bis saints:" - Colossians 1:26 KJV

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the
world unto our glory:" - 1 Corinthians 2:7 KJV

As you can read, the gospel and doctrines of grace were not known by OT saints as they were hidden in the
Father until He revealed them to the apostle Paul beginning in Acts chapter 9.



To claim that salvation has always been the same, with a continuous unchanging gospel, is intellectual
laziness coupled with Biblical ignorance!

Over 200 times in the OT the Lord commands Israel to keep the commandments (statutes, ordinances) of
the Law of Moses. To couple salvation by grace with keeping the Law of Moses is an egregious error! They
are contradictory as grace is unmerited favor and works of the Law is merited favor based on
performance.

The concept of the OT saints looking forward to the cross of Christ for salvation is absolutely false! The
concept of church saints looking back to the cross of Christ for salvation is perfectly true!

This is the type of error Satan loves — a half truth. Paul continually fought against this very thing during
his ministry—Judaizers wanting to put Christians back under the Law of Moses. Paul addresses this issue
in his epistle to the Galatians. Yet even now, those of the Hebrew Roots movement are pushing the same
error—putting saints under the bondage of the Law.

Biblical Teaching:
Throughout Biblical history, there were those that believed God displaying their heart-felt faith through
obedience to His word. The OT contains two obvious paradigms or patterns in which believers operated.
They are:
a) Simple Obedience to God’s word and instructions.
From Adam to Moses, believers heard directly from God. He spoke giving them instructions and
the proper response from believers was to simply obey God’s command. Believers’ faith in God was
displayed through their obedience. Two obvious examples of obedient believers are Noah and
Abraham. God instructed Noah to build an ark and Noah built an ark to escape the global flood
preserving humanity and the animal kingdom. God later instructed Abram (Abraham) to leave his
father’s house and move south to the land of Canaan. Abraham obeyed and his descendants, Isaac,
Jacob, and Jacob’s 12 sons became the patriarchs of the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people.
However, Adam chose not to obey God eating from the forbidden tree thereby corrupting
mankind imparting a sinful nature to all that would follow. Through Adams failure to obey God,
sin and condemnation befell man. But through the obedience of those like Noah and Abraham the
preservation and redemption of mankind would proceed in accordance with God’s will and good
pleasure.
b) The keeping of God’s commandments given to Moses for Israel.
After the exodus from Egypt, God replaced the simple obedience paradigm with a set of
commandments, sacrifices, feasts and sabbaths to be followed and observed by the nation of Israel.
Jewish believers expressed their faith in God by keeping His commandments given to Moses, the
Law of Moses. There are hundreds of scriptures in the OT instructing Israel to keep God’s
commandments, statutes, ordinances, and law. However, the Gentiles were not part of the
Covenant of Moses as the apostle Paul writes:



"Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:" - Ephesians
2:11-12KJV

For a Gentile to be saved under the paradigm of the Law of Moses, he must convert to Judaism, be
circumcised, and keep the commandments of the Law of Moses. Obviously, very few Gentiles would be
willing to convert. But those that did convert were called “proselytes”.

The paradigm of Simple Obedience existed from Adam until Moses. The paradigm of the Law of Moses
began with God giving the Law to Moses as described in Exodus chapter 20. But precisely when did the
paradigm of the Law end? Or, more accurately, when was it interrupted or postponed?

We know that the Law of Moses was operational from Exodus 20 through the book of Malachi, the last
book of the OT. But what about the NT, did anything change when you arrive at the book of Matthew?
Were the ministries of John the Baptist, Jesus and His disciples performed under the Law of Moses?

Our apostle Paul wrote this about Jesus:

"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth bis Son(Jesus), made of a woman(Mary), made
under the law(of Moses), To redeem them(Israel) that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons." - Galatians 4:4-5 KJV (Parenthesis mine)

Jesus was born under the Law of Moses. He affirmed that by saying:

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the

law, till all be fulfilled." - Matthew 5:17-18 KJV The Law of Moses was in full operation during Jesus’
ministry.

When you read the four gospels you will notice that the setting is the same as when you left Malachi: Israel,
Jerusalem, the same Temple, the high priest, the scribes and the religious leaders, the sacrifices, and the
same feasts and holy days. All these characteristics are clearly noted in the four gospels. The only change
was that Israel was under Roman rule from about 63 AD.

Here are some passages showing the Law of Moses in operation during Jesus’ ministry and into the early
chapters of Acts: There are over 50 references to Moses in the four gospels and the early chapters of Acts
clearly showing the Law of Moses was in operation during that time period. Here is just a sample:

Mark 1:44 - And saith unto bim, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest,
and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.
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Jesus commanding a cleansed leper to offer the sacrifice commanded by Moses.

Luke 2:22 - And when the days of ber purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;
Mary’s days of purification according to the law of Moses after Jesus’ birth.

Luke 16:29 - Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.
Abraham speaking to the rich man in Torments.

Luke 24:27 - And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, be expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself.
Jesus speaking with two disciples on the Road to Emmaus

Luke 24:44 - And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.

Jesus appearing to the 12 after His resurrection.

John 9:28 - Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples.
Pharisees reviling the blind man healed by Jesus.

Acts 6:11 - Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses, and against God.
Bribed men giving false witness against Stephen.

After all these scriptures, it should be eminently clear that the Law of Moses was in full affect during Jesus
Ministry and the early chapters of Acts.

Here are some additional passages directly from Jesus pertaining to keeping the commandments of the Law
of Moses:

"And be said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt
enter into life, keep the commandments." - Matthew 19:17 KJV

"I ye love me, keep my commandments. ... He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, be it
is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
myself'to bim.” - John 14:15, 21 KJV

"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments,
and abide in bis love." - John 15:10 KJV



What happened in the book of Acts to end the operation of the Law of Moses given specifically to the
Jews? A new paradigm was introduced by the Father through Jesus Christ to save Gentiles by grace,
separate from the Law of Moses and Israel. This radical change began with the conversion of Saul of
Tarsus, the apostle Paul, on the road to Damascus. Jesus declared that Saul (Paul) would become the apostle
to the Gentiles.

"But the Lord said unto him(Ananias), Go thy way: for he(Sual) is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:" - Acts 9:15 KJV

"For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou
shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth." - Acts 13:47 KJV

Paul affirms his calling by Jesus to be an apostle to the Gentiles:

"For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:” -
Romans 11:13 KJV

"(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me
toward the Gentiles:)" - Galatians 2:8 K]V

"Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (1 speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity." - 1 Timothy 2.7 K]V

"Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles." - 2 Timothy
111 KJV

Through Paul’s conversion in Acts chapter 9, the Lord Jesus Christ instituted salvation by grace alone,
entirely separate from the Law of Moses. Since Gentiles were never given the Law of Moses, God cannot
legally hold them accountable to the Law. Therefore, the Father instituted salvation by grace alone through
faith alone in Christ alone as the paradigm for Gentile salvation. That’s why Paul makes the following
conclusions:

" For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then?
shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid." - Romans 6:14-15 KJV

"But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law." - Galatians 5:18 KJV
So, the paradigm of the Law of Moses which began in Exodus chapter 20 and was suddenly and

spectacularly interrupted by Jesus himself as He descended upon Saul on the road to Damascus in Acts
chapter 9. Jesus made Saul the apostle of the Gentiles thus beginning salvation by grace and ending



(temporarily) any and all dependence on the Law of Moses for justification and righteousness. Thus began
the Dispensation of Grace: God’s masterfully beautiful and simple way to save Gentiles!

Patterns of Faith:

Time Period Process Salvation
OT - Adam to Moses Faith was demonstrated through obedience to Faith plus obedience.
God’s instructions.
OT - Moses to Malachi | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith plus works.
commandments of the Law of Moses.
NT - Matthew, Mark, | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
Luke, and John commandments of the Law of Moses (works) and | works.
believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah of
Israel.
NT - Acts Chapters 1- | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
8,10-12 commandments of the Law of Moses (works) and | works.

believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah of

Israel. Same as the Four Gospels.

2. The Dispensation of Grace Paradigm.

A. Uniqueness
The apostle Paul is the only person in your Bible with an apostleship and ministry to Gentiles; he is
unique in that manner. No other person before or after Paul was given the Gospel of Grace for
Salvation. In other words, no person prior to Paul’s preaching was saved by simply believing that
Jesus died for their sin, was buried, and rose from the dead on the third day (1** Corinthians 15:1-
4). That statement will shock those that merely believe Christian tradition as opposed to actually
studying the Bible. No one from Moses to Paul was saved by the above stated Gospel of Grace.
Every believer from Moses to Paul had to show their faith in God by keeping the commandments of
the Law of Moses. Paul is the first person to proclaim salvation by faith totally separate from the
works of the Law.

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast." - Ephesians 2:8-9 K]V

"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by
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the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." - Galatians 2:16
KJv

Hey Waldo, what could be more clear?
The following chart shows the Law of Moses in force from Exodus to the early chapters of Acts and

from Hebrews through Revelation. Only Paul’s writings, Romans through Philemon proclaim
salvation by grace apart from the Law of Moses.

Time Past But Now Ages to Come

Fall of
T Israel

\ Disp- of Grace

Circumcised | The 7-Yr. 11000 Year Rign of
| i Tribulation | Christ
e Church, B
tidAdle Wall af Dartitian The Aiiddle Wall af Partition
' ' Body of :
Law gf%gsgg Christ Law g; Moses
Uncircumcised : i
Gen.—Mal. Mat.-John Acts 1-7 Rom.—Phi. Hebrews-Revelation
Prophecy Mystery Prophecy

God’s Timeline
Chart 10 — God’s Timeline

B. Beginning
When did the church, the body of Christ begin?
Ask most pastors or theologians and they will quickly state “at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 with the
apostle Peter.” But was Peter preaching the gospel of grace in that Jesus died for their sin, was
buried, and rose again the third day according to the scriptures (1** Corinthians 15:1-4)? No,
instead of offering grace through Jesus’ death on the cross for sin, Peter rebuked the Jews for killing
their Messiah.

"Ye men of Israel, bear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:" - Acts 2:22-23 KJV

Peter speaks of Jesus death and resurrection, but not as a means of salvation!
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Instead, Peter proclaims:

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." - Acts 2:36 K]V

“Christ” means Messiah. Peter proclaims Jesus as the Messiah and Lord of Israel! Peter never
mentions Jesus’ death on the cross as payment for sin. Then Peter commands them to:

"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." - Acts 2:38 K]V

Notice that forgiveness of sin comes through REPENTANCE and BAPTISM, not simple faith.
That corresponds to what Jesus instructed His disciples in Matthew 28 and Mark 16.

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." - Matthew 28:19-20 KJV

Notice the following from the passage in Matthew:
e BAPTISM is REQUIRED for salvation.
e They are to teach what Jesus commanded, the keeping of the Law of Moses.

The corresponding passage in Mark:

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” - Mark
16:15-16 KJV

Notice here also that belief and BAPTISM are REQUIRED for salvation. That baptism was a
water baptism initiated by John the Baptist. However, water baptism is not required during this
present dispensation of grace as Paul declared:

"For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel...” - 1 Corinthians 1:17 KJV
Surely, if water baptism were still required, Paul would have preached it. The only baptism now in
operation is as follows:

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit." - 1 Corinthians 12:13 KJV

Under the current gospel of grace, we are spiritually baptized into the body of Christ by the Holy
Spirit, no water required.



Summary:
e Peter rebuked the Jews for killing their Messiah.
e Belief in Jesus focused on Him as Lord and Messiah of Israel.
e The Jews were to repent for their killing Jesus.
e Baptism was required for salvation.
e No mention of Jesus death as atonement for sin.

e Deter never mentions grace.

These characteristics are not consistent with the church, the body of Christ. We do not worship
Jesus as the Messiah of Israel, but as our Lord, Savior, and Head of the church, which is His body
(Ephesians 1:22-23). Our baptism is not by water but by the Holy Spirit. A great many Christians
fail to recognize this distinction and difference, don’t be one of them. Be vigilant in understanding
the word!

In conclusion, the church, the body of Christ did not begin with Peter in Acts chapter 2 as many
would have you believe. Acts chapter 2 was a continuation of what Jesus called His “little flock”, in
Luke 12:32 "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom." The “little flock” were believers that followed Jesus during His earthly ministry and
into the early chapters of Acts. They were Jews and some proselytes believing in Jesus as Messiah
and keeping the Law of Moses.

So, precisely when did the church, the body of Christ begin?

It began with the conversion of Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus becoming the apostle Paul,
the apostle to the Gentiles. Paul’s conversion is recorded in Acts chapter 9 and his missionary
journeys to Gentile regions began in Acts chapter 13.

The beginning of the church, the body of Christ, began in the timeframe of the mid-Acts chapters
9 through 13. It began with Saul, the apostle Paul, as he was the first to receive the gospel of grace.

"Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all

longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.”
- 1 Timothy 1:16 KJV

Paul was the first to receive the gospel and doctrines of grace , and he is out pattern for Christian

belief and living.

"For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have beard of the
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he
made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye
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may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
.. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;" - Ephesians 3:1-5, 8 K]V

The Lord Jesus Christ gave the dispensation(knowledge and doctrines) of grace to Paul for him to
make known the things God had kept hidden (mystery) pertaining to the salvation of Gentiles by
grace without the Law of Moses.

C. Ending
The ending point for the earthly presence of the church, the body of Christ, is the Rapture. At the
Rapture, the church saints, both the dead in Christ and those living at that time will be caught up
in the clouds of heaven to meet the Lord in the air. From thar gathering we will proceed to heavenly

places.

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up rogether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
50 shall we ever be with the Lord." - 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 KJV

"Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality." - 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 KJV

What the Rapture will accomplish:
e The dead in Christ saints will be resurrected with new glorified bodies.
e The living saints will be changed receiving new glorified bodies.
e All church saints will meet in the clouds.
e There we will meet the Lord Jesus Christ and go to heaven.
e The church, the body of Christ will be complete.
e The gospel of grace will have completed its mission and be over.
e Following the Rapture no one will be saved by grace alone in Christ alone by faith alone.
e The dispensation of grace to save Gentiles has concluded.
o Israel’s kingdom program resumes with Israel back under the Law of Moses commencing
the 7-year Tribulation.

D. The Gospel

The gospel for this present dispensation of grace is quite simple requiring only belief. It is found in
1% Corinthians 15:1-4:
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"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried,
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:" - 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV

One must simply believe the gospel of grace to be saved, no works or obedience to the Law of Moses
required. Good works and obedience play a role in your rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ but

only belief determines your salvation, as Paul stated to the jailer at Phillipi:

"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." - Acts
16:31 KJV

Let’s add this to our chart.

Time Period Process Salvation
OT - Adam to Moses Faith was demonstrated through obedience to Faith plus obedience.
God’s instructions.
OT - Moses to Malachi | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith plus works.
commandments of the Law of Moses.
NT - Matthew, Mark, | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
Luke, and John commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel. (little lock)

NT - Acts Chapters 1- | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
8,10-12 commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel. Same as the Four Gospels. (little flock)

NT - Acts 9, 13-28, Faith is demonstrated by believing the gospel of | Faith alone, in Christ
Romans thru Philemon | grace in that Jesus died for your sin, was buried, | alone by Grace alone (no
(Dispensation of Grace) | and rose again the third day according to the works).

scriptures. (the church, the body of Christ)

3. The Tribulation Paradigm.
During the 7-year Tribulation, the church, the body of Christ does not exist on earth as the Rapture
relocated it to heaven. Israel must now endure the fiery trials from the Lord God purging the apostates

and refining the righteous. The 7-year Tribulation is also called “the time of Jacob’s trouble,” “Daniel’s
70* week,” and the “day of the Lord.”

John the Baptist spoke of this period as imminent:
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"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear: be shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." - Matthew 3:11-12 K]V

The “fire” is the 7-year Tribulation, the purging comes upon Israel, the wheat enter the Kingdom, the
chaff are cast into hell, the unquenchable fire. This process is also defined by Jesus in the parable of the
wheat and tares (Matthew 13). The wheat enter the Kingdom and the tares are gathered and burned.

John the Baptist continues:
"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, be said unto them, O
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?" - Matthew 3.7 K]V

John asks the religious Pharisees and Sadducees who had warned them to flee the coming wrath of God
unleashed during the 7-year Tribulation. However, they did not come to be baptized by John but to
find ways to condemn him.

Immediately after the Rapture, at the start of the Tribulation, the spiritual setting will revert back to
what it was during Jesus’ ministry. Believers, mostly Jewish, must believe in Jesus as the Messiah of
Israel and keep the commandments of the Law of Moses. I say, “mostly Jewish”, as the time of Gentile
salvation ended with the Rapture. God’s purpose in the Tribulation is to save a remnant of Jews to
enter the Millennial Kingdom, His 21* century “little flock”.

John declares this in the following passages:

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." - Revelation
12:17 KJV

"Here is the patience of the saints: bere are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus." - Revelation 14:12 KJV

The above two scriptures refer to believing Jews during the Tribulation. They have a testimony of Jesus
as the Messiah and keep the commandments of the Law of Moses. They are not Christians operating
under the gospel of grace as that ended with the Rapture. They are Jews operating under the Law of
Moses and the gospel of the Kingdom as Jesus said:

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come." - Matthew 24:14 KJV
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The gospel in operation during the 7-year Tribulation is the gospel of the kingdom, “repent, for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

"From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." -

Matthew 4:17 KJV

Let’s update our chart:

and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel. Same in as the Four Gospels.

Time Period Process Salvation
OT - Adam to Moses Faith was demonstrated through obedience to Faith plus obedience.
God’s instructions.
OT - Moses to Malachi | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith plus works.
commandments of the Law of Moses.
NT - Matthew, Mark, | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
Luke, and John commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.
and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel.
NT - Acts Chapters 1- | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
8,10-12 commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

NT - Acts 9, 13-28,
Romans thru Philemon

Faith is demonstrated by believing the gospel of
grace in that Jesus died for your sin, was buried,

Faith alone, in Christ

alone by Grace alone (no

other OT and NT

passages about the
Tribulation

and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel. Same as in the Four Gospels.

(Dispensation of Grace) | and rose again the third day according to the works).

scriptures.
NT - Matthew 24-25, | Faith will be demonstrated through keeping the | Faith in Christ plus
Revelation 6-19 (and commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

4. Kingdom Paradigm

During the Thousand Year Reign of Jesus Christ on earth, the Millennial Kingdom, many people will be

born repopulating the earth after the devastation of the 7-year Tribulation. They will be born into a

pristine environment where righteousness prevails as Jesus rules the earth. Are those born during Jesus’

Millennial Reign automatically saved? No, they are not! Every person born after the image of Adam, all

humans except Jesus, must be tested to determine whether they will be faithful to God or rebel against God

going their own way. We read about this in Revelation chapter 20:
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"And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out
to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together
to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." -
Revelation 20:7-10 KJV

At the end of the Millennial Reign, Satan is released to temp the nations, specifically those born during the
1000 years. Many, as the sand of the sea, will fall for Satan s deception. No matter how perfect things are,
there are always those that will rebel against authority. They are easy prey for Satan as he rallies them
against the saints of God and Jerusalem. But God shows no patience or mercy as He quickly sends fire from
heaven destroying them. At this point, Satan, the deceiver, has outlived his usefulness. He is finally and
permanently disposed of into the lake of lire where he joins the Antichrist and the false prophet.

At this point, every person born on planet earth has been tried and tested; validating their faith in God or
revealing their pride, hatred, and rebellion against God. All the ungodly rebels will appear at the Great
White Throne Judgment that follows Satan’s demise. They are cast into the lake of fire that burns for ever
and ever. Such is the fate of all ungodly!

5. The Eternal Paradigm

With the elimination of all the ungodly, including Satan, the Antichrist, the false prophet, and all
unregenerate sinners, the cosmos is pure and holy, ready for eternity!

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And I Jobn saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for ber husband. ... And be that sat upon the throne said, Bebold, I make all
things new..." - Revelation 21:1-2, S KJV

The eternal state begins with the New Earth, the New Heaven, and the New Jerusalem. The New Earth
will be administered by Israel, the New Heaven will be administered by us, the church, the body of Christ.
And the New Jerusalem will be home for both.

"But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all." - Galatians 4:26 KJV

Thus begins the eternal state wherein righteousness, peace, and joy in the Lord flourishes forever in realm
of unspeakable beauty and pleasure.
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"For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen,
O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him." - Isaiah 64:4 K]V

"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things

which God hath prepared for them that love him." - 1 Corinthians 2:9 K]V

and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel. Same as in the Four Gospels.

Time Period Process Salvation
OT - Adam to Moses Faith was demonstrated through obedience to Faith plus obedience.
God’s instructions.
OT - Moses to Malachi | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith plus works.
commandments of the Law of Moses.
NT - Matthew, Mark, | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
Luke, and John commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.
and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
of Israel.
NT - Acts Chapters 1- | Faith was demonstrated through keeping the Faith in Christ plus
8,10-12 commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

NT - Acts 9, 13-28,
Romans thru Philemon

Faith is demonstrated by believing the gospel of
grace in that Jesus died for your sin, was buried,

Faith alone, in Christ
alone by Grace alone (no

and believing in Jesus as the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

(Dispensation of Grace) | and rose again the third day according to the works).
scriptures.
NT - Matthew 24-25, | Faith will be demonstrated through keeping the | Faith in Christ plus
Revelation 6-19 (and commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.
other OT and NT and believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah
passages about the of Israel. Same as in the Four Gospels.
Tribulation
NT - the Millennial Faith will be demonstrated through keeping the | Honor King Jesus plus
Kingdom commandments of the Law of Moses (works) works.

NT - Eternity

New Heaven, New Earth, New Jerusalem

Only the righteous enter
eternity with the Lord

Praise the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

Maranatha, Come Quickly Lord Jesus!
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