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Kingdom of God – Kingdom of Heaven 

Many believers are confused on the precise meaning and differences between the terms Kingdom 
of God and Kingdom of Heaven, so let me break it down for you. 

In the King James Bible, the terms “Kingdom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven” are closely 
related but not identical in meaning. 
 

The Kingdom of God  

This concept runs like a golden thread through the Gospels and the Epistles. Understanding it’s 
characteristics will help distinguish it from the “Kingdom of Heaven” while appreciating its 
richness. 

There are 69 occurrences of the phrase “Kingdom of God” in the New Testament (KJB), none in 
the Old Testament. 

1. Definition 

The Kingdom of God is God’s sovereign rule and reign over all things: 

• Eternally — over all creation - Psalm 103:19 "The LORD hath prepared his throne in the 
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all." 

• Spiritually — in the hearts of those who submit to Him - Romans 10:8 "But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach". 

• Ultimately — in the physical, visible reign of Christ in the ages to come over heaven and 
earth - Ephesians 1:10 "That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even 
in him". 

The Kingdom of God is not merely a place; it’s a realm of divine authority where God’s will is 
accomplished. 

2. Scope 

The Kingdom of God is a much broader term than the Kingdom of Heaven: 
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• Universal — God rules over angels, humans, nations, nature, and history. - Colossians 1:16 
"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him:"  

• Spiritual — It is entered by faith and belief, not nationality or religious works. - Hebrews 
11:6 "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

• Eternal — It spans past, present, and future. - Isaiah 46:10 "Declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure:"  

3. Entry into the Kingdom of God 

By God’s Grace - Entry is spiritual, not physical. It’s a work of God through regeneration of the 
soul and spirit. 

By Faith - Ephesians 2:8–9 "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." The kingdom of God is a gift 
bestowed by God’s grace through our faith. 

Humility and Childlike Faith - Mark 10:14–15  “…whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.”  

4. Present and Future Aspects 

The Bible shows a “now” and “not yet” dimension to the Kingdom of God. 

Present Reality 

• Within Believers - 1 Corinthians 6:19 KJV "What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?" 

• Spiritual Authority – God reigns in the hearts of His people, influencing their values, 
priorities, and obedience. 

• Advancing Through the Gospel – Colossians 1:13 – "Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:" 
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Future Fulfillment 

• Visible, Glorious Reign – When Christ returns, the kingdom will be manifested on 
earth in power and glory - Revelation 11:15 "And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."  

• Inheritance of the Saints - Ephesians 1:11 "In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will:"  

• Millennial and Eternal Rule – Christ’s reign on earth transitions into the eternal state 
(Revelation chapters 21 and 22). 

5. Characteristics of the Kingdom of God 

The Bible highlights what this kingdom is like: 

• Righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost - Romans 14:17  "For the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."  

• Power, not mere talk - 1 Corinthians 4:20 "For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
power."  

• Not of this world’s system" - John 18:36 "Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world…” 

• Everlasting dominion - Psalm 145:13 "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy 
dominion endureth throughout all generations."  

6. Relation to the Church 

• The Church is not equal to the Kingdom of God, but the Church is within the kingdom. 

• The kingdom is larger: it includes Old Testament saints, angels, and God’s universal reign.  

• Believers today are citizens of the kingdom of God (Philippians 3:20) and ambassadors for 
the King (2 Corinthians 5:20). 

7. Key Passages in the Gospels 
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• Matthew 6:33 – "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 

• Mark 1:15 – "And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
ye, and believe the gospel." 

• Luke 4:43 – "And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities 
also: for therefore am I sent." 

• John  – Does not mention the kingdom of God except in chapter 3 with reference to Israel 
being born again. 

8. Kingdom of God Summary 

• Originates with God – He rules by His own authority. 

• Centers on Christ – Jesus is the King, the heir of David’s throne, and the Son of God.  

• Advances by the Spirit – Not by politics, force, or human schemes. 

• Is both spiritual and physical – It begins in the heart but will one day fill heaven and earth. 

 

The Kingdom of Heaven  

1. Definition 

The Kingdom of Heaven refers to God’s rule manifested from heaven, with a special emphasis on 
His promised Messianic reign on earth. 

• The term ONLY appears in the Gospel of Matthew (32 times). 

• Draws heavily from Old Testament prophecy about the promised Messiah’s kingdom  

• Daniel 2:44 "And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever."  

• Isaiah 9:6–7 "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
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peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this."  

• It is a kingdom that comes from heaven, but is often described in terms of its earthly 
manifestation. Jesus will come down from heaven at the end of the Tribulation, to establish 
His Millennial Kingdom and Temple as described in Ezekiel chapters 40-48 (not to be 
confused with the Tribulation Temple desecrated by the Antichrist which will be destroyed 
at Jesus’ second coming). 

2. Why Matthew Uses “Heaven” Instead of “God” 

Matthew’s Gospel was written primarily to Jewish readers. He wanted to emphasize the earthly 
aspect of the Kingdom. 

“Kingdom of Heaven” is a respectful metonym for “Kingdom of God”. It carries a prophetic, 
dispensational context, pointing to the earthly reign of the Messiah Jesus—the Millennial Reign 
and Kingdom. 

3. Scope 

While the Kingdom of Heaven overlaps with the Kingdom of God in some passages, it has distinct 
emphases: 

• Messianic & Davidic – Rooted in God’s covenant promises to David - 2 Samuel 7:12–13 
"And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever." 

• Earthly Rule – Focuses on God’s kingdom being physically established on earth, with 
Jerusalem as the center - Jeremiah 3:17 “At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of 
the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to 
Jerusalem...” 

• Prophetic Timetable – Linked with Israel’s acceptance of Messiah and His second coming 
at the end of the 7-year Tribulation. 

4. Entry into the Kingdom of Heaven 
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• Requires repentance - Matthew 3:2 "And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." The gospel of the Kingdom. 

• Requires righteousness - Matthew 5:20 "For I say unto you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." 

• Demands humility - Matthew 18:3–4 "And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven." 

• Though the entrance is spiritual, the ultimate fulfillment is physical and visible. - Matthew 
24:29–30 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

5. “Mystery” Form 

Because Israel rejected Jesus as Messiah at His first coming, the Kingdom of Heaven entered a 
mystery phase (Matthew 13). Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of Heaven in parables so His 
disciples would understand, but not the masses. 

"And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He 
answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it is not given. ... Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing 
see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand." - Matthew 13:10–11, 13 

This mystery form: 

• However, the “Mystery” form of the Kingdom of Heaven, as defined in Matthew chapter 
13, does NOT include the church, the body of Christ. The destiny of the church, the body 
of Christ is heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3), not the earthly kingdom promised to Israel. 

• the “Mystery” form contains both true believers and false followers (parable of the wheat 
and tares – Matthew 13:24–30). 
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• It’s described in seven parables in Matthew 13. 

• Because Israel rejected and crucified Jesus, their Messiah, the Kingdom of Heaven program 
was postponed by the Father and the Dispensation of Grace initiated via the apostle Paul to 
save Gentiles and create the church, the body of Christ. 

• The Kingdom of Heaven program will resume after the Rapture of the church when the 
Father, once again, turns His attention to the nation of Israel initiating the 7-year 
Tribulation. 

6. Future Glorious Form 

When Jesus returns at the end of the Tribulation, the Kingdom of Heaven will be: 

• Visible and worldwide - Isaiah 2:2 "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it."  

• Administered by Christ from Jerusalem (Matthew 19:28 – apostles sitting on 12 thrones 
judging the tribes of Israel). 

• Righteous and everlasting (Daniel 2:44; Isaiah 11). 

• It’s referred to as the Millennial kingdom or the Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ. 

7. Characteristics in Matthew 

Reference Emphasis 
Matthew 3:2 At hand in Jesus’ ministry beginning with John the Baptist’s preaching. 
Matthew 5–7 Kingdom ethics—Sermon on the Mount. 
Matthew 8:11 Gentile inclusion in the kingdom as proselytes. 
Matthew 13 Mystery form during Jesus’ ministry after His rejection. 
Matthew 18:3 Humility required for entry. 
Matthew 19:23–24 Synonymous with “Kingdom of God” in salvation context. 
Matthew 24 Events leading to the kingdom establishment. 
Matthew 25:1–13 Parable of the ten virgins—readiness for the King’s return. 

 

8. Relationship to the Kingdom of God 
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• Overlapping: In salvation and spiritual principles, the two kingdoms are sometimes used 
interchangeably - Matthew 19:23–24 "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto 
you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God."  

• Distinct: The Kingdom of Heaven emphasizes the Jewish, Messianic, earthly reign and 
Kingdom of the Messiah Jesus, whereas the Kingdom of God emphasizes God’s universal 
spiritual reign over all creation both heaven and earth, both Jew and Gentile. 

 

 

9. Summary Table — Kingdom of Heaven vs Kingdom of God 

Feature Kingdom of Heaven Kingdom of God 
Primary 
Emphasis 

Messianic, earthly rule 
promised to Israel 

God’s universal spiritual reign over all creation 

Primary 
Audience 

Jewish focus (Matthew) All peoples (believers) 

Scope Earthly manifestation of 
heaven’s rule 

Entire creation—physical, spiritual and eternal, both 
heaven and earth. 

Entry Repentance, humility, 
righteousness 

Faith, repentance, obedience, faith alone (not the 
Law of Moses) during this present dispensation of 
grace. 

Timing Postponed, yet future in 
glory 

Present in believers, future in glory 

Biblical 
Location 

Matthew only (32 times) Found throughout NT 

 


