Is Hell Real?

The Beggar at the Gate

In the days of old, when the kingdoms of men still clung to their fading glory
and the shadows of evil had not yet fully risen, there lived a lord in the Land, a
man of great wealth and renown. His hall was adorned in gold and crimson,
and from dawn until dusk, he arrayed himself in robes dyed in the deep purple
of the mountains and woven with silver thread. Every day a feast in his courts.
Minstrels played by the firelight, and goblets of wine never ceased to pour.

This lord held no fear of the shadows of evil nor reverence for the Ancient
Ways. He walked proudly among his gardens, and the laughter in his halls
drowned out the cries beyond his gate.

For at the gate of his house, beneath the carved stone arch and beside the
withering olive tree, there lay a beggar. His name was Lazarus, a vagabond
whose days were marked by sorrow and hunger. His raiment bore the tatters of
the road, and his body the scars of sickness. The dogs of the city, driven away
from the lord’s table, came and licked his sores with pity.

Oft would Lazarus lift his eyes to the hall, longing for but a crumb from the
banquet within—but no hand reached forth. No voice called him friend. So, he
lay in silence, as the stars watched in empathy.

Now it came to pass that both the rich lord and the beggar met their doom.
Death, the unbidden guest, came for them both. And while the proud were still
carousing in the hall, The lord of the Levant fell into the sleep from which no
man wakens. And likewise, Lazarus passed from the world beneath the olive
tree, unwept and unburied by the sons of men.



But behold! Lazarus was borne by the messengers of the Most High King—
those who dwell in the Light beyond the sundering seas—into the bosom of
Father Abraham, the ancient patriarch whose wisdom had shaped the paths of
many.

There, in the peace of Abraham’s Paradise, Lazarus found rest beneath the
trees whose leaves never wither, and a table was spread before him with bread
and drink that does not perish.

Yet the rich lord awoke not in fair lands, but in the deep and dreadful vale of
evil’s shadow, where the fire is not quenched and the soul ever tormented.
Lifting up his eyes in anguish, he beheld afar off the bright realm where
Abraham sat, and Lazarus beside him in glory.

And he cried with a great voice across the chasm:

“Father Abraham! Have mercy upon me! Send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue—for | am tormented in this flame!”

But Abraham, stern and noble, lifted his hand and answered:

“Son, remember: in thy lifetime you received thy good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things. But now he is comforted, and you art tormented. And
besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed—so that none
might pass from here to thee, neither can any come from thence to us.”

Then the rich lord wept, saying:

“Then, | pray thee, send him to my father’s house. | have five brothers; let him
warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.”

But Abraham answered again with gravity:
“They have the Holy Law and the Ancient Prophets. Let them hear them.”

And the once rich lord cried out a third time:



“Nay, Father Abraham! But if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent!”

Then Abraham, like one who has seen many ages pass, said:

“If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.”

And so, the chasm endured. The stars wheeled overhead. The memory of the
magnificent lord of the Levant faded from the lands of the living, yet his
torment endures. While Lazarus, once a beggar, walks the golden fields
beyond the sea in the company of the righteous. Thus was the fate of the
beggar at the gate as told to this very day. (my adaptation of Luke chapter16
verses 19 through 31 in the KJB.)

Hell is Not a Myth!

Before time began, before the foundations of the world were laid, there was
rebellion in heaven. The mighty cherub Lucifer, the most radiant of all the
angels, allowed pride to corrupt his heart. He sought not only to reflect God's
glory but to claim it for himself. "l will ascend above the heights of the clouds; |
will be like the most High," he declared in his arrogance (Isaiah 14:14).
Deceived by Lucifer’s prideful ambition, a third of the heavenly host joined his
rebellion against God.

It was then that God prepared a place for these fallen ones—a place of
judgment, a place of torment, a place of eternal separation from the presence
of God. Hell was never created for man, but for the devil and his angels
(Matthew 25:41). Yet, in the garden of Eden, the serpent slithered in. The
deceiver who had led the rebellion in heaven now sought to lead a rebellion on
earth. He whispered his lies into the ears of Eve, convincing her that God's
commands were burdensome, that sin would bring freedom rather than death.
Adam, too, followed in disobedience.



Thus, sin entered the world, bringing death and separation from God. From that
moment, mankind was caught in the war between God and the forces of
darkness. Though hell was not prepared for man, those who rejected God—
those who followed Satan’s rebellion—would inevitably share in his
punishment. Sin can not go unpunished, and just as the angels who sinned will
be cast into the darkness of hell’s fire, so too will those who align themselves
against God face the same punishment.

The Rich Man in Hell

"There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and
fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;" - Luke 16:19-
22 KJB

Notice that Lazarus died and was carried to Paradise. The rich man also died
and was buried yet with a quite different destination.

"And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom." - Luke 16:23 KJB

The rich man opened his eyes and found himself in hell where he was
continually tormented.

"And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for | am
tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he
is comforted, and thou art tormented." - Luke 16:24-25 KJB



The rich man can see, hear, speak, and feel. He is fully cognizant of where he is
and his suffering. He is in hell’s fire and he knows why. Desiring to spare his
brothers, he cries:

"For | have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come
into this place of torment." - Luke 16:28 KJB

Hellis a real place and the rich man does not want to see his brothers come
where he is.

The Bible vividly describes hell as a place of continual torment, outer
darkness, and unquenchable fire. Jesus’ spoke of hell more than any other
person in scripture, warning of its horrors. A realm where the damned
experience conscious suffering and separation from God that is absolute and
irreversible. The rich man found himself in torment desiring a mere drop of
water to cool his tongue, but there was no relief from his suffering.

A Few more Scriptures on Hell.

"And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.” - Matthew 25:46 KJB

Hell - eternal punishment.

"And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth." - Matthew 13:50 KJB

Hell - wailing and gnashing of teeth.

"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:" - Matthew 25:41 KJB

Hell - everlasting fire.

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and] all the nations that forget God.” -
Psalm 9:17 KJB



Hell — destiny of the wicked.

"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." - Daniel 12:2
KJV

Hell - shame and everlasting contempt.

"And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be
quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh." - Isaiah 66:24 KJV

Hell - for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched.

"And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." - Matthew
10:28 KJV

"The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." -
Matthew 13:41-42 KJV

Hell — a furnace of fire.

"In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;" - 2
Thessalonians 1:8-9 KJV

Hell:

e eternal punishment

e wailing and gnashing of teeth
e everlasting fire.

e destiny of the wicked.



e shame and everlasting contempt.
e The worm never dies.
e The fire never quenched.

The Lake of Fire
The final abode of the ungodly lost.

"And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to
their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire." - Revelation 20:13-15 KJB

The Lake of Fire is eternal punishment—not temporary or transitory—no
release for good behavior. Those who enter will never escape, they suffered the
"second death," a state of everlasting destruction and exile from God's
presence. In their final abode, the fire is never quenched, and the worm never
dies (Mark 9:48) —a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30),
where regret and agony are the constant companions of those who rejected
God’s Gospel.

God Doesn't Want You to Go to Hell!
Hell is real, but so is the grace of God.
The choice lies before each of us: Life or Death, Heaven or Hell.

The time to decide is now, while there is still breath in your body and grace in
the offering. As the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 — "Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ,” - 1 Thessalonians 5:9 KJV
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How do | Receive the Gift of Salvation? The apostle Paul was asked: "Sirs, what
must | do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house." - Acts 16:30-31 KJB

The Gospel: "For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:" - 1
Corinthians 15:3-4 KJB

Believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for your sin, was buried, and rose
again the third day and you will be saved unto eternal life. Make sure you
believe in the only true Gospel. Your eternal destiny depends on it. Personal
actions, good works, reputation or social position play no role in your salvation.
Salvation is a gift from God by His grace alone granted through our faith in the
gospel of grace.

"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this not of yourselves, it
is the gift of God: Not of works, so that no one may boast." - Ephesians 2:8-9
KJB

This is a crucial issue. You can be saved right now by believing that Jesus died
for your sins, was buried, and rose again on the third day. It's easy, do it now!

Today is the day of your salvation!



