Law and Grace
"For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." - John 1:17 KJV

The actions of God giving the Law of commandments to Moses was recorded in detail in the book of
Exodus.

"And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of
stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them." - Exodus 24:12
KJV

Moses received the law and commandments from God on Mt. Sinai after The Exodus from Egypt.

But precisely when did grace and truth come by Jesus Christ? At His birth in Bethlehem? Sometime during
Jesus’ 3 year ministry? At His death on the cross? Perhaps at His resurrection from the dead? Paul writes:

"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." - Galatians 4:4-5 KJV

So, Jesus was born under the law, not grace. Jesus said:

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." -
Matthew 5:17 KJV

So, a purpose of Jesus’ earthly ministry was to fulfill the law and the prophets. This meant that Jesus kept the
law of Moses every day of His life and fulfilled all the prophecies concerning His first coming, His ministry,

His death, and resurrection.

"Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me." -
John 5:39 KJV

Jesus fulfilled all the scriptures that testify of His first coming.
Jesus and His 12 disciples taught the keeping of the commandments:

"And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt
enter into life, keep the commandments." - Matthew 19:17 KJV

"If ye love me, keep my commandments." - John 14:15 KJV

"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in his love." - John 15:10 KJV

"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments." - 1 John 2:3 KJV
"And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that
are pleasing in his sight." - 1 John 3:22 KJV



"By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous." - 1 John
5:2-3 KIV

However, keeping the commandments of the Law of Moses is not our program as we are not under the Law,
but grace.

So, who was the first person to preach salvation by grace? Not Jesus, Peter, James, nor John as they preached
the keeping of the commandments of the Law of Moses.

Paul was the first as he clearly stated:

"Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for
a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting." - 1 Timothy 1:16 KJV

"If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: ... Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ;" - Ephesians 3:2, 8 KIV

Paul is the pattern of grace for all that will believe during this present dispensation of grace. Paul was the
first to receive the grace and truth Jesus would bring to mankind!

Jesus’ grace and truth (John 1:17) could only come after His death and resurrection as they are the two pillars
of our gospel, the gospel of grace.

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures:" - 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV

Paul alone was given the gospel of grace as he refers to it as “my gospel”.

"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began," - Romans 16:25
KJV

God gave the Law to the nation of Israel through Moses on Mt. Sinai!

God gave grace and truth for both Jew and Gentile through Jesus Christ who dispensed it to the apostle Paul
beginning at Damascus (Acts 9)!

The Law ended with the apostle Paul preaching God’s grace.

"Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;" - Ephesians 2:15 KJV



The preaching of grace has continued for two millennia, but will end at the Rapture when the body of Christ
church is removed from earth to heavenly places. During this time, the Dispensation of Grace, Israel has
been under a spiritual blindness regarding their Messiah Jesus Christ.

Paul writes:

"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." -
Romans 11:25 KJV

The fullness of the Gentiles will “come in” at heavenly places via the Rapture. Then the spiritual “blindness”
will be removed from Israel and a remnant will believe in their Messiah Jesus Christ during the 7-year
Tribulation.

"And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins." -
Romans 11:26-27 KJV

"And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again." -
Romans 11:23 KJV

During the Tribulation a believing remnant of Jews will be grafted in to their Messiah Jesus. Jews keeping
the Law of Moses and following their Messiah.

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush,
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth." - Isaiah 11:11-12 KJV

"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the

LORD shall call." - Joel 2:32 KJV

"Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea,
a remnant shall be saved:" - Romans 9:27 KJV

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." - Revelation 12:17 KJV

"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." - Revelation 14:12 KJV

After the Rapture, during the Tribulation, God will save a remnant of Israel. The yet future “little flock”:

"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." - Luke 12:32 KJV



Jesus affectionately called His remnant of believers His “little flock” as they were from the “lost sheep of the
house of Israel”. Those that followed Jesus during His earthly ministry did not see the kingdom.

The future “little flock” remnant that follow Jesus during the Tribulation will see the kingdom.

So, during this present dispensation of grace, both Jew and Gentile are under grace, not the Law of Moses.
But that ends at the Rapture when the church is taken to heaven and the law of Moses will be restored for the
Tribulation. Jews in the Tribulation will be back under the Law of Moses.

"And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate,
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate." - Daniel 9:27 KJV

I believe that part of the coming peace agreement with Israel and her surrounding neighbors will include the
confirmation and restoration of the covenant of Moses, the Law and Commandments. Along with the
awakening of many Jews, the remnant, to their Messiah, Jesus Christ.

So, grace and truth came by Jesus Christ for this present dispensation of grace which ends at the Rapture.

But, we are all saved by God’s grace as none are deserving or worthy of salvation. Yes, but grace is God’s
part of salvation. People must believe whatever gospel is in effect during their life. The gospel, good news,
has changed from time to time.

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets," -
Hebrews 1:1 KJV

God’s diverse manners:

1. From Adam to Moses — salvation was through faith in God plus obedience (works).

2. From Moses to Jesus — salvation was through faith in God plus keeping the commandments (works).

3. From Jesus to Paul — salvation was through faith in Israel’s Messiah Jesus Christ plus keeping the
commandments (works).

4. From Paul to the Rapture, the Dispensation of Grace — salvation is by God’s grace alone through our
faith alone in that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the scriptures (no works).

5. After the Rapture to the second coming of Jesus Christ — salvation will be by faith in Jesus the Messiah
of Israel plus keeping the commandments (works).

Count your blessings! We are extremely fortunate to be alive during the Dispensation of Grace!

We can take full advantage of the grace and truth that came by Jesus Christ through our apostle Paul,
Hallelujah!



