
Unless you have believed in vain!

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures:" - 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV

That is our gospel, given us by the Lord Jesus Christ, through our apostle Paul!

Notice that Jesus’ death and resurrection were prophesied in the scriptures:

"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." -  
Isaiah 53:4-6 KJV

"Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." - Isaiah 53:12 KJV

"I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the 
midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou  
hast brought me into the dust of death. For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have 
inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet." - Psalm 22:14-16 KJV

Resurrection:

"For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." - 
Psalm 16:10 KJV

"I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. Ye that 
fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel." -  
Psalm 22:22-23 KJV

How the gospel is applied to each believer is defined as follows:

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast." - Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV

Combine the two and you have:
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For by the grace of God are we saved through faith in that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures, unless your faith is in vain. Our salvation is not of 
ourselves, as we deserve nothing; it is the gift of God; Not of our good works, lest any of us should boast.

But what does it mean to believe in vain?

Vain, in the context of believing means futile, ineffective, unsuccessful, empty, unprofitable, to no avail. 
In other words, a belief, or show of faith, that does not result in salvation. Those that believe in vain are 
still lost and hell bound.

What would cause someone to believe in vain?

Let’s first review some passages that define the true desire for salvation from the heart.

"The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." - 
Psalm 34:18 KJV
A broken (imperfect, unsound) and contrite (remorseful, repentant) heart understands ones depraved sinful 
state and their desperate need for God’s remedy of grace and mercy.

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise." -  
Psalm 51:17 KJV
The Lord will not reject a broken and contrite heart, but will draw near to them with salvation.

Salvation is a matter of the heart!

"for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looketh on the heart." - 1 Samuel 16:7 KJV

There are hundreds of scripture passages that speak to the heart and also the mind. Exactly what are the 
heart and mind in a Biblical context?

1. The Heart: used metaphorically to represent the inner person, the seat of emotions, desires, will, 
morality and motivations. The heart encompasses feelings, intentions, and moral judgments. It is the 
source of loyalties and values.

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." (Proverbs 4:23)
Here, the heart is depicted as the source of life’s motivations and actions.

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart." (Deuteronomy 6:5)
The heart represents the depth of one's love and commitment to the Lord in this scripture.

2. The Mind: the intellectual and rational aspects of a person, including thoughts, understanding, and 
decisions. The mind is the seat of reasoning, knowledge, and decision-making, connected with 
understanding God’s truth and applying it.
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"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." 
(Matthew 22:37)
The mind is specifically linked to thought and reason.

"Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." (Romans 12:2)
This speaks to intellectual and spiritual transformation enabling one’s mind to understand the wisdom and 
knowledge of God.

3. The heart and mind work together. The heart embodies our emotions, will, morality, and motivation, 
while the mind comprises our intellect, reasoning, and understanding. Together, they represent the full 
inner life of a person, emphasizing the holistic view of the inner man in Scripture. Understanding these 
differences helps us understand the Bible's teachings on how we relate to God through our motivations, 
moral choices, and personal transformation.

Since the Lord looks upon the heart, He sees the motivation for our words and actions. Herein lies the 
crux of the issue regarding true faith required for salvation. As the saying goes, “is your heart in it”?

What kind of heart believes in vain?

A heart of pride, arrogance, conceit, ego, narcissism, smugness, self-love, vanity, etc. 

What kind of heart truly believes?

A broken heart, a contrite heart, a repentant heart, a humble heart, a seeking heart.

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise." -  
Psalm 51:17 KJV

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out..." - Acts 3:19 KJV

"For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." - Isaiah 57:15 KJV

"And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart." - Jeremiah 29:13 
KJV

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." - Philippians 2:5-11 KJV

We are to have a heart and mind of humility! 
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The contrast is clear and can be reduced to a matter of Pride vs. Humility.

The person that believes in vain has a prideful heart. Their motivation is self serving. Here are some 
examples of how they might react to the gospel message:

• They might receive the gospel with joy, but their heart remains fixated on worldly things and sin.
• They might say they believe but in their heart fear repercussions from friends and family.
• They might say they believe simply to not offend the person giving the gospel.
• They might believe for personal benefit seeking to manipulate God or others to acquiesce to their 

desires.
• They might believe from a purely historical intellectual perspective, not realizing their personal 

depravity and the necessity of salvation.
• They might believe a false gospel such as the prosperity gospel, the word-faith gospel, the name-

it-and-claim-it gospel, seeking to satisfy their fleshly desires and lusts.
• They might believe the “gospel of love,” in that God loves you just the way you are deceiving 

themselves, not believing that God hates sin and their need to repent.
• They might believe in a false Jesus as the Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses.
• They might believe they are a good person deserving of salvation.
• They might have repeated the so-called “sinner’s prayer”, believing that by merely reciting the 

words they are saved… any rote prayer is a form of witchcraft or works!

I’m sure you can think of a few more reasons leading to vain belief or feigned faith, but I think you get 
the picture.

Those responding to the gospel in such a manner are still lost, but many believe they are saved. Many 
sitting in churches across the globe are self deceived: merely performing denominational customs and 
Christian traditions; merely playing church, and enjoying the social interactions, yet their hearts are far 
from God.

"This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is 
far from me." - Matthew 15:8 KJV

Truth matters:

"The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth." - Psalm 145:18 
KJV

What did Jesus say:

"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it." - Matthew 7:13-14 KJV

This is a chilling verse! Few find the strait and narrow way because it requires humility, resulting from the 
acknowledgment of our depraved sinful state and only by God’s intervention can our desperate condition 
be remedied. Only God can forgive our sins and give us newness of life. Sadly, humility is a rare trait 
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these days, even in the church. Most church-goers exhibit some variation of pride and excessive self-
esteem.

Does God save the proud?

"But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble." - James 4:6 KJV

"Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." - Proverbs 16:18 KJV

"Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility." - Proverbs 18:12 KJV

"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." - Proverbs 
16:25 KJV

What about you?

What does God see when He looks upon your heart?

Does He see a heart of sincere humility?  Only you can answer that question. We must examine our own 
hearts as commanded:

"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?" - 2 Corinthians 13:5 KJV

Ask the Lord to reveal your heart.

"Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart." - Psalm 26:2 KJV

Self-examination is tough. Most do not want the holy light of God revealing their inner most dark being. 
They think they are okay just because they go through the motions of church-going, singing songs, 
reading a devotion or two and doing a quick two-minute prayer.

Take whatever steps necessary to ensure you are truly in the faith!

1. Brokenness: Recognize your sinful state, by acknowledging your depravity and separation from God.

2. Humility: Renounce your pride, vanity, and self, realizing that without God’s intervention, you are 
hopeless.

3. Desire: Forsake worldly desires (repent) and seek the Lord’s saving grace and presence in your life 
through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Give your life to Jesus and trust in the exchange!

God bless,

Paul Felter
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