
How Jesus Rightly Divided the Bible!

Greetings, I’m Dr. Paul Felter. Welcome to my video/podcast where I expose church fallacies and 
flawed Christian tradition with Bible truth. I let the bible speak for itself. Please visit my website, 
breadoflife.media, for additional resources. Several links are also in the description below.

In this study I will show you two examples of how Jesus rightly divided the word of truth, the Bible. In 
Luke chapter five, Jesus attended a banquet in His honor given by Levi (aka Matthew), a tax collector 
Jesus had just called to become His disciple and follow Him. There were many other tax collectors and 
friends of Levi attending the celebration including some scribes and Pharisees watching from a 
distance, always seeking to find fault and accuse Jesus and His newly called disciples. We pick up the 
narrative in Luke chapter 5 verse 36 as Jesus began to teach via two short, easily overlooked parables.

"And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if 
otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not 
with the old." - Luke 5:36 KJV

As with all parables, Jesus illustrated a deeper spiritual truth; in this instance using a clothing metaphor.

Jesus begins the illustration with two pieces of fabric: one from a "new garment" and the other, an "old 
garment." He explains that no one would tear a piece of fabric from a new garment to patch an old one. 
If someone were to use a new piece of fabric to patch an old garment, two issues would arise: 

1. The new garment would be ruined, “rent,” because a piece of it was cut out. The intention of fixing 
the old garment results in damaging the new one.

2. The new patch does not "agree" with the old garment. This refers to the difference in texture, 
strength, and flexibility between new and old fabric. Over time, the new fabric might shrink or stretch 
differently than the old, causing the patch to tear away and making the old garment worse than before.

However, the parable is not about clothing. The parable symbolizes the incompatibility between the old 
ways of Judaism (the old garment) with its rituals, laws, feasts, and traditions contrasted with the new 
testament of grace and truth  (the new garment) that Jesus was establishing. We see that distinction in 
the following verse:

"For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." - John 1:17 KJV

Jesus taught that the new way of relating to God by grace and truth cannot simply be added to the old 
system of the Law. They are fundamentally different. The old religious system was performance based: 
keeping the rituals, laws, and traditions of Judaism. That legalistic system cannot be patched or 
harmonized with the new teachings of Jesus on grace, faith and humility. Trying to mix Law and Grace 
would result in tearing both apart. But sadly, most Pastors and teachers do just that. They try to 
harmonize the New Testament, mixing Law (the Old Garment) and Grace (the New), instead of rightly 
dividing the Law from Grace, as Jesus and our apostle Paul command:

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth." - 2 Timothy 2:15 KJV
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Jesus introduced the fundamental difference between Law and Grace as a means of justification. Law 
being a performance based paradigm and Grace being a faith alone paradigm. These two paradigms are 
mutually exclusive. Just as Jesus said in the parable, the new and the old are incompatible! They both 
cannot be in operation simultaneously. Jews under the Law never had assurance of salvation as they 
were required to keep the Law with it’s rituals, feasts, and sacrifices throughout their life. They were 
never certain of having done enough to please God. Under Grace, we are justified and receive eternal 
life the moment we believe, putting our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Our salvation is not performance 
based but faith based: faith alone in Christ alone!

Jews functioned under the Law for about 1500 years: from Moses after the Exodus from Egypt unto 
Jesus Christ. Specifically after Jesus’ resurrection as the New Testament did not take affect until after 
His death on the cross as defined in Hebrews chapter 9:

"For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament 
is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth." - 
Hebrews 9:16-17 KJV

So, the new paradigm of Grace and Truth in Jesus Christ began in earnest during the time period of the 
book of Acts, after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Acts is a transition book moving away from the Law 
in the early chapters with Peter, John, and the disciples ministering to Israel. Changing to Grace in the 
latter chapters with Paul and the gospel of Grace taken to the Gentiles exemplifying the shift from 
Moses and the Law to Grace and Truth by Jesus Christ as stated previously in John 1:17.

Transition From Transition To

Law Grace

Peter Paul

Israel Gentiles

Little Flock Jews The Body of Christ Church

Jerusalem Antioch

Temple in Jerusalem Temple of the heart

Works of the Law Faith alone

Jesus continues illustrating the difference between the old ways of Judaism and the new message of 
grace and truth with a second parable:

"And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be 
spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are 
preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is 
better." - Luke 5:37-39 KJV

Jesus, using the imagery of wine and wineskins, again demonstrates the incompatibility of the new 
testament of grace with the old Jewish religious system.
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The Old Wine:

In Jesus' time, wine was stored in wineskins made from animal hides. As new wine ferments, it releases 
gases, causing the wineskin to stretch. An old wineskin, which had already been stretched and was no 
longer elastic, could not handle the pressure from the fermentation of new wine. Putting new wine in 
old wineskins would result in the wineskins bursting wherein the wine would spill and the wineskins 
destroyed.

The New Wine:

New wine represents Jesus' new teaching and the new testament He would establish through His death 
on the cross. The "new wine" is grace, truth, peace, humility, and life in the power of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus taught that His message, the new way of relating to God (the new wine), cannot be contained 
within the old structures of Judaism (the "old wineskins"). The old religious system, based on laws, 
rituals, feasts, and traditions, cannot hold the new testament of grace and the power of the Holy Spirit.

New, flexible wineskins are needed to contain new wine because they can stretch and expand with the 
fermentation process. Jesus is emphasizing the need for a renewed heart and a new way of thinking to 
receive His message. The new testament requires a new approach, open to the transforming work of the 
Holy Spirit. When new wine is put into new wineskins, both the wine and the wineskins are preserved. 
This illustrates that embracing the new testament in its fullness (Paul’s epistles, Romans through 
Philemon) leads to spiritual growth and preservation.

Preference for the old:

Jesus acknowledges that people often prefer the old wine because it is familiar and aged, implying a 
resistance to change. In Jewish culture, older wine was considered better because it had a smoother 
taste after aging. The Religious people were reluctant to embrace new teachings. They were 
comfortable with the old traditions and resistant to the radical changes Jesus was introducing. The 
Pharisees and many others were attached to the old ways of the law and the religious traditions of 
Judaism. They found it difficult to accept the new message of grace and transformation that Jesus 
brought, preferring the "old wine" of their familiar legalistic system. This reluctance reflects the 
challenge Jesus faced in introducing His new teachings. A challenge that still exists today especially 
with Paul’s writings. 

Jesus was not against the Law of Moses as He came to fulfill the law.

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil." - Matthew 5:17 KJV

We fulfill the law today indirectly by walking in the Spirit!

"That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the  
Spirit." - Romans 8:4 KJV

Jesus new emphasis was on faith and belief, not on mere ritualistic performance. The spiritual 
condition of the heart was of more concern than the motions of the body. The Jews had become more 
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concerned with keeping the letter of the Law, seeking to establish their own self-righteousness, rather 
than the Spirit of the Law.

"But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve  
in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." - Romans 7:6 KJV

"Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for 
the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life." - 2 Corinthians 3:6 KJV

The Law was given to define and expose sin thus leading to humility and repentance. But the Jews 
turned the Law into a source of pride and self-righteousness for those thinking they could keep it.

"Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions..." - Galatians 3:19 KJV

Through the Law, Jews could recognize their sinful condition. Their recognition of sin should have 
resulted in humility, brokenness, and a penitent heart. But that did not happen. Instead, they turned the 
Law into a source of pride and self-righteousness through their rote ritualistic performance.

Summary:
Jesus used the two parables of the garments and wineskins to emphasize that His new message of faith, 
grace, and humility cannot be mixed with the old religious traditions of the Law. Just as new wine 
requires new wineskins, a new spiritual life in Christ requires a renewed heart. The new way is about 
internal transformation through the Holy Spirit, not the outward performance of rituals, feasts, and 
observing holy days. People often resist change because they are comfortable with the familiar. The 
religious leaders preferred the old ways, just as people who are used to old wine might resist trying new 
wine. This reluctance reflects the challenge Jesus faced in introducing His new teachings. A challenge 
that still exists today, especially with Paul’s writings wherein Jesus made it clear in the following 
passage:

 "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast." - Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV

Rightly dividing the new paradigm of Grace from the old paradigm of the Law will greatly enhance 
your understanding of the entire Bible, especially the New Testament.
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