Revived Roman Empire, Fact or Fallacy?

Most Bible prophecy teachers and certainly those that teach at the various prophecy conferences
held around the world proclaim a revived Roman Empire for the last days. We will explore and
dissect that paragon of prophetic teaching in this study by letting the Scriptures speak for
themselves. As we begin this inquiry we must review some prophetic passages from the Old
Testament.

Let's begin by looking at Isaiah Chapter 9 verses 6 and seven.

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” - Isaiah 9:6—-7 KJV

‘There are four parts to this verse that we need to consider:

1. A child is born - that speaks to Jesus birth at Bethlehem.

2. A sonis given - that speaks to Jesus substitutional death on the cross, he was given as a
payment for our sin.

3. 'The government shall be upon his shoulders.

4. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.

Obviously, numbers 1 and 2 are historical they occurred nearly two thousand years ago. But
numbers 3 and 4 are yet future as the government has yet to be upon Jesus shoulders. Therefore,
the increase of his government and peace of which there shall be no end is also a future state this
world has yet to enjoy. Notice that Isaiah heralds these 4 prophecies from one sentence. Isaiah
does not distinguish between a first coming and a second coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
'The only separation of the son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders is a little
comma. So, Isaiah sees only one coming of Israel's Messiah.

In Micah chapter 5 we read:

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratab, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting." - Micah 5:2 KJV

1. Birth of the king v. 2.
2. Battling the Assyrian (Antichrist) v. 6.
3. The king “great unto the ends of the earth”v. 4.



In Micah chapter 5 we have the birth of the king in verse 2. Continuing on in verse 5,
immediately the Messiah battles the Assyrian Antichrist and in verse 6 the King-Messiah reigns
over the ends of the earth. Micah sees only one coming and that one coming leads to the king
ruling over the Kingdom and ruling over the earth no crucifixion nor resurrection are noted in

the prophecy.

In Zechariah chapter 9 we read:

"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem.: behold, thy King cometh unto thee:
he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut
off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from
the river even to the ends of the earth.” - Zechariah 9:9-10 KJV

1. Messiah the King entering Jerusalem on a donkey —v. 9
2. 'The King battling His enemies attacking Jerusalem (the Antichrist) v. 10
3. Messiah the King reigns “to the ends of the earth v. 10

In Zechariah chapter 9, Messiah the King enters Jerusalem on a donkey. Then in verse 10 we find
the King immediately battling his enemies who attack Jerusalem, that would be the armies of the
Antichrist in the last days. After their defeat, the king reigns to the end of the earth. Here again
we see one coming of the King/Messiah to implement his kingdom over Israel and the earth. No
mention of a crucifixion or a resurrection from the dead and certainly no mention of any 2000-
year Dispensation of Grace.

We read in Isaiah chapter 61:

"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty fo the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be
glorified.” - Isaiah 61:1-3 KJV

There are three aspects of this verse to consider:

1. 'The earthly ministry of the Messiah - v. 1
2. 'The day of vengeance - v. 2
3. 'The redemption of Israel - v. 3

Jesus quoted verse one in the synagogue at Nazareth but Jesus thus beginning his earthly
ministry. Jesus did not read the part of the passage that pertains to the day of vengeance nor the



redemption of Israel. He stopped in verse one with the acceptable year of the Lord. Jesus
obviously knew that his earthly ministry would end with his crucifixion and resurrection. He also
knew that the “day of vengeance of our God” was yet future. However, Isaiah didn't know that,
because Isaiah puts it all in one big sentence. Here again the prophets only saw one coming of
the Messiah not two.

Bible prophecy teachers often depict the prophesied single coming of the Messiah as a mountain
peak. They teach that the OT prophets could not see the valley behind the mountain nor the
second mountain in the distance. They could not see past the mountain because God did not

show them anything past the mountain.

Even Jesus’ disciples only expected one coming of Israel’s Messiah as revealed by their question to
Jesus in Acts 1:6 - "When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou
at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?". They only saw one prophetic mountain peak .
Jesus answered them saying "I# is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in his own power." - Acts 1:7 KJV. I'm sure the disciples were quite shocked by Jesus’ answer.
After all, for three years they had preached the gospel of the kingdom, “repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” But it appeared that the kingdom was no longer at hand as Jesus ascends
disappearing into the clouds. As they stand there gawking at the heavens, perplexed concerning
the restoration of Israel’s kingdom, two angels appear to comfort them proclaiming, “Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 'The disciples were surely comforted
by that divine message, but the timing of said return of Jesus was not given. Little did they know
Jesus would be gone for two millennia.



The Coming of the Messiah
Establish the Kingdom

Since we have the advantage of living at the end of the two millennia, we have 20/20 hindsight.
We know there are two comings of the Messiah. The first coming focused on the cross and the
second coming on the kingdom.

The Coming of the Messiah Establish the Kingdom
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We can clearly see what the OT prophets and Jesus’ disciples could not: two comings of Jesus
Christ separated by a 2000-year Dispensation of Grace for Gentile salvation.

'The OT prophets did not see the Dispensation of Grace as it was hidden from past ages and
generations as Paul writes in Colossians 1:25-26:

"Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to

Sulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now
is made manifest to his saints:" - Colossians 1:25-26 KJV

I conclude this historical prophetic section with the following observations:

1. The Old Testament prophets wrote of only ONE coming of the Messiah!



2. No 2000-year Dispensation of Grace was prophesied.

3.

4. 'Therefore, we cannot include the Dispensation of Grace or force a 2000-year gap in OT
prophecies!

What is the Biblical source for a supposed revived Roman Empire in the last

days?

The source of the revived Roman Empire paradigm is Daniel chapter 2, the
great image of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

Below is the tradition teaching pertaining to the kingdom symbolized by the
4 metals: gold, silver, brass, and iron.

Gold Head Babylon

Silver Chest and arms Media/Persia
Brass Belly and Thighs Greece

Iron Legs Rome

Iron and Clay Feet Revived Rome

But there is a problem with that interpretation. Where are the Islamic/Ottoman Empires?

Islamic Empires have controlled much of the Middle East for 1000 years. They defeated the last
vestige of the Byzantine Empire in 1453. For almost 600 years Islam has controlled the entirety
of the Middle East with the recent exception of Israel. Where is Islam in Nebuchadnezzar’s great
image?

'The Roman Empire gradually lost control of the Middle East over time rather than in a single
event. However, a significant turning point occurred during the 7th century AD with the rise of
Islam and the Arab conquests. By the mid-7th century, most of the Middle East, including
Egypt, Syria, and Mesopotamia, had fallen to the expanding Islamic Caliphate

Additional Concerns:



1. 'The two iron legs of the image supposedly represent the east and west divisions of the
Roman Empire. However, the eastern division of the Roman Empire lasted for 1000 years
longer than the western division, yet the legs are of equal length.

2. Also, there is no gap in the iron legs signifying the 600 years between the ancient Roman
Empire and a supposed end times revived Roman Empire.

From my perspective and understanding Rome is not a good fit for the legs of iron, the feet of
iron and clay, and the 10 toes of Nebuchadnezzar's dream in Daniel chapter 2.

What about the promise to Abraham's son Ishmael as recorded in Genesis chapter 17 verse 20.

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will
multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.” - Genesis
17:20 K]V

Muhammad claimed he was a descendent of Ishmael, Abraham’s son. Islamic tradition
specifically regards Ishmael as a prophet and recognizes him as progenitor of the Arab peoples
and in the lineage of Muhammad, the founder of Islam.

'The Angel of the Lord spoke the following to Hagar, Ishmael's mother:

Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation.” - Genesis 21:18
KjV

God promised to make Ishmael’s descendants a great nation. God NEVER promised to make
Rome a great nation.

But many will assert since Rome crucified Jesus and ruled during Jesus’ earthly ministry, Rome

must be in Bible prophecy.

However, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream image contains nothing symbolic of Jesus’ crucifixion and
resurrection. The coming of Jesus to defeat the enemies of God and establish His Kingdom are all
that's depicted in the image, symbolized by the stone that strikes the image feet.

Jesus is the stone that crushes the feet of iron and clay, the final world kingdom of the Antichrist.

Let’s review some prominent cities mentioned in the Bible.



City

Jerusalem 811
Babylon 299
Damascus 62
Nineveh 19
Rome 9

e Rome is never mentioned in prophetic passages.

e Rome is mentioned 6 times in Acts and 3 times in Paul’s epistles.

e Rome is not mentioned in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, nor the Book of
Revelation.

o 'Therefore, Rome is NOT a prominent player in the last days!

Let’s add Daniel chapter 7 to the kingdom chart.

Kingdom Daniel 2 Daniel 7
Babylon Gold Head Winged Lion
Media/Persia Silver Chestand Arms  Bear
Greece Brass Belly and Thighs Leopard w/4 Wings
Rome Iron Legs Terrible Beast
Revived Rome Iron and Clay Feet Terrible Beast
Antichrist Kingdom 10 Toes 10 horns
Antichrist Little Horn

Again, the above table is the TRADITIONAL view of Daniel chapter 2 and
Daniel Chapter 7.

Daniel was particularly interested in the fourth beast, the terrible beast. A beast
diverse from the others and exceedingly dreadful having great iron teeth and nails
of brass. It had ten horns and from one of those horns came up another little horn.



'The little horn is the Antichrist, and he persists for only a time, times, and the
dividing of time or 3 1/2 years. So, this 4th beast with 10 horns arises during the
last days or close to the last days. It is obviously not a Kingdom that persists for
centuries. It is also not a Kingdom divided into two appearances, it has only one
appearance and that appearance is in the last days.

Below is my version of the kingdom chart:

Kingdom Daniel 2 Daniel 7
Babylon Gold Head Winged Lion
Media/Persia Silver Chest and Arms Bear
Greece Brass Belly and Thighs Leopard w/4 Wings and

Heads
Islamic Caliphate Iron Legs w/iron-clay feetand 10 Terrible Beast w/10 horns
Toes
Antichrist Little Horn - 3 %2 years
Millennial Kingdom Stone Kingdom/Jesus Christ Ancient of Days/Son of
Man/Jesus Christ
Observations:

o 'There are only 4 kingdoms in Daniel’s visions.

o In prophecy there is only One coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

e The 2000-year dispensation of grace is NOT in the visions.

o Jesus’earthly ministry, his crucifixion, and resurrection are NOT in Daniel’s
visions.

e Only Jesus’second coming is symbolized in the visions.

o The 2000-year dispensation of grace is NOT in the visions.

Findings:

e The Greeks lost control of the Levant to the Romans in 63 BC.



e 'The period from 63 BC unto the end of the unprophesied dispensation of
Grace is NOT in Daniel’s visions as the fourth beast of chapter 7 and the
iron legs feet and toes mixed with clay symbolize the last days.

e 2086 years, from 63 BC to today, are not depicted in Daniel’s visions.

'There are two perspectives that must be understood:

1. 'The Prophetic Perspective
2. 'The Historical Perspective

'The Prophetic Perspective is what we have been discussing: Four kingdoms
(Babylon, Media/Persia, Greece, Last Days Kingdom, followed by the kingdom of

the Messiah. This perspective is symbolized in Daniel’s visions.

'The Historical Perspective contains much more than the Prophetic Perspective. It
contains not only the Prophetic kingdoms of Babylon, Media/Persia, Greece, Last
Days Kingdom, followed by the kingdom of the Messiah. But also Rome, Islamic
Caliphates, and the 2000-year Dispensation of Grace.

'The Historical Perspective splits the One prophesied coming of the Messiah into
two separate comings separated by the unprophesied 2000-year Dispensation of
Grace. This is where most Bible prophecy experts go astray. They force the 2000-
year Dispensation of Grace into the Prophetic Perspective where it does not belong
thus creating much confusion and misunderstanding.

Prophetic Perspective

Historical Perspective

Babylon Babylon
Media/Persia Media/Persia
Greece Greece
Rome
Dispensation of Grace
Islamic Caliphate Tribulation
Antichrist Antichrist
Second Coming of Jesus Christ Second Coming of Jesus Christ
/Millennial Kingdom /Millennial Kingdom




Finally, I will add Revelation chapter 17, the 7 headed beast to our kingdom chart.

Revelation 17 Prophetic Perspective Historical Perspective
Egypt—Head 1
Assyria —Head 2
Babylon —Head 3 Babylon Babylon
Media/Persia— Head 4 Media/Persia Media/Persia
Greece — Head 5 Greece Greece
Rome-Head 6 Rome

Dispensation of Grace

Islamic Caliphate — Head 7 Islamic Caliphate Tribulation
Antichrist — the 8th Antichrist Antichrist
Second Coming of Jesus Second Coming of Jesus Millennial Kingdom
Christ /Millennial Kingdom  Christ /Millennial Kingdom

Israel’s Prophetic Plan

Forth

Kingdom

Iron
Babylon  Beast
Persia

reece

Coming of
the Messiah
Jesus Christ

ribulation

Prophecy

Promised
(ingdom




Historical Prophetic Plan
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Prophecy Mystery Prophecy

Why did God NOT include the Dispensation of Grace in Prophecy?

Why did God keep it a mystery until revealing it to the apostle Paul?
1 Corinthians 2:7-8 holds the answers to those questions.

‘But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew:
for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” - 1 Corinthians
2:7-8 K]V

Takeaways:

OT prophecies proclaim One coming of the Messiah.

There is no 2000-year Dispensation of Grace in OT prophecy.

Rome was defeated by Islamic Turks.

No Roman Empire in the Middle East for 600 years.

Rome is not a player in the Last Days, Islam is!

Islam is the last days legs of iron, the fourth beast, the one world religion and political
power.
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10.

Jesus battles Islam at His coming thereby saving Israel and victoriously establishes His
Millennial Kingdom.

'The Dispensation of Grace was inserted between the Cross and the Kingdom by God
to save Gentiles.

'The Dispensation of Grace was a mystery, hid in God.

Forcing the Dispensation of Grace into prophecy creates much confusion and error.



